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of self-complacency, it is a blessing 
in disguise for the Church to be 
disturbed and aroused. Two pos- 
sibie results may follow such an 
awakening. One is to fall asleep 
again; the other is to become fully 
Awake and alive to all that is 
going on around one. Which one 
of the two is a truer picture of the 
Christian Church in China, is a 
question that must be asked and 
answered. It is not too much to 
say that upon the answer to this 
question depends the future of the 
Christian Church in China. 


Causes of Unrest 


d There are many elements that 
are responsible for the present 
a ‘unrest, elements both within and 
"without the Christian Church. The 
nationalistie movement, the outcry 


¥ 


. 


ligious Education, and on a number 
of other important subjects of far- 
reaching significance; the launch- 
ing of the Five Year Movement by 
the Churches throughout the 
country, seeking to deepen the 
spiritual life and to intensify the 
evangelistic spirit of all who name 
the name of Jesus Christ; more 
recently the sending by a group of 
Laymen in America of a body of 
experts as a Fact-Finding Com- 
mission to investigate criticalv 
and scientifically the work of mis- 
sions in China with a view to 
evaluating modern mission me- 
thods;—these and other facts are 
factors contributing to the awak- 
ening of the Christian Church. 
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The forces opposing Christianity 
in. China have never been so bold 
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and so positive in their denuncia- 
tions and criticisms. They make 
no secret of what they think of 
Christianity. They openly assert 
that the Christian religion has no 
future in China. One who was 
largely responsible for the New 
Thought Movement in China has 
recently written regarding the fut- 
ure of Christianity in China: 


“Many of the Protestant mis- 
sionaries worked hard to awaken 
China and bring about a modern 
nation. China is now awakened 
and determined to modernize itself. 
There is not the slightest doubt 
that a new and modern China is 
emerging out of chaos, but this 
new China does not seem to pro- 
mise much bright future to the 
propagation of the Christian faith. 
On the contrary, Christianity is 
facing opposition everywhere. The 
dream of a ‘Christian Occupation 
of China’ seems to be fast vanish- 
ing, probably for ever. We must 
not forget that Chinese philosophy 
began 2500 years ago, with a Lao- 
tze who taught a naturalistic con- 
ception of the universe, and a 
Confucius who was frankly agnos- 
tic. This rationalistic and human- 
istic tradition has always played 
the part of a liberator from a 
superstitious or fanatic religion. 
This cultural background of indig- 
enous China is now revived with a 
new reinforcement of the methods 
and conclusions of modern science 
and becomes a truly formidable 
saferuard of the intellectual class 
against the imposition of any re- 
ligious system whose fundamental 
dogmas, despite efforts of its apol- 
ogists, do not always stand the 
test of reason and science; and 
after all, Christianity itself is 
fighting its last battle even in the 
so-called Christendoms. People 
will realize that young China was 
not far wrong in offering some 
opposition to a religion which in 
its glorious days fought religious 
wars and persecuted science and 
which, in the broad daylight of the 
90th century, prayed for the vict- 
ory of the belligerent nations in 
the World War, and is still per- 


secuting the teaching of science in 
certain quarters of Christendom.” 


The spiritual tug of war has 
been, is still, and will be going on 
without ceasing. Those opposed 
to Jesus Christ have a perfect 
right to their opinions, though we 
do not accept their assertions. 
Our question is not what they but 
what we think, say or believe 
about the future of the Christian 
religion. If both our faith and 
experience make us absolutely con- 
vinced that in the end victory will 
be on the side of Christ, we have 
to uphold that faith by sacrificial 
efforts in His great work of salva- 
tion for the whole of mankind. 


A Turning Point 


The past few years in the life 
of the Christian Movement in 
China have been eventful years. 
At least for a time there was a 
spiritual depression that was felt 
far and wide. Many were un- 
certain of the future, and were 
disheartened in the work. Some 
have given up their Christian 
work; others have even renounced 
Christianity. The Church was 
overwhelmed by the onrush of 
opposition from many quarters 
and representing many interests. 
The anti-Christian Movement, the 
communistic menace, the nation- 
alistic agitation, the New Thought 
Movement, and strained interna- 
tional relations, all have contribut- 
ed to this. The spirit of dismay 
and bewilderment has now, how- 
ever, passed. Since then a 
changed attitude from inertia to 
activity has come over the 
Christian Church throughout the 
country. The following points 
may be regarded as signs of life 
in the Christian Church during 
the past two years. 


Christian Nurture 


Evangelism and Religious Edu- 
cation have received much atten- 


tion of Christian people throughout 


the land. There is an increasing 
recognition of the inseparableness 
of the two. Both native talent and 
special workers from abroad have 


& 


helped much in direct evangelism. 
It is not possible here to enumerate 
these efforts. Suffice it to say 
that effective work has been done 
in many Churches. For this we 
give thanks to God. | 


The visit to China of Dr. Jesse 
L. Corley is being highly appre- 
ciated by workers in the field of 
Religous Education. He is spend- 
ing a year in China to study into 


this phase of the life of the Chris- 


tian Church. He and his party 
are visiting many cities and hold- 
ing a number of meetings and con- 
ferences to study this important 
subject. The subject will be fully 
considered at the Biennial meeting 
and a further conference will be 
held in July. These gatherings 
and discussions will be likely to 
have a far-reaching influence, not- 
withstanding our regret of the fact 
that the China Sunday School 


Union has decided not to cooperate 
in this project. 2 


Social Consciousness 

It is very gratifying to note that 
the Church has been actively eng- 
aged during the past two years in 
practical projects for the unfor- 
tunate and suffering people, many 
meeting. Some Church bodies are 
forms of applied religion have been - 
attempted with good effect. Not- 
ably mention may be made of the 
famine-relief work done by Chris- 
tian people in China and abroad 
for the suffering millions in the 
North-west | of China, specially 
Kansu, Shensi and Suiyuan. 


The visityY of Dr. Kagawa of 
Japan afforded an indication of 
the Church’s interest in social wel- 
fare. This modern Christian saint 
of the Orient visited Hangchow, 
Shanghai, Soochow, Tsinan and 
Weihsien. He met with great 
crowds of both missionaries and 
native workers, who sat at his feet 
to behold his countenance and list- 
en to his words of wisdom. In 
this man of God one sees the happy 
combination of personal religion 
and social passion. It was certain- 
ly inspiring when he declared the 
great truth that .the Cross of 
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Christ was the essence of Chris- 
tianity, the expression of God’s 
love. Many left his meetings more 
determined to work for the poor 
and needy. 


The N.C.C. Committee on Econ- 
omic Relations has recently held 
an interesting conference to con- 
sider practical measures for 
helping the economic conditions of 
the Chinese people. Delegates 
came from many cities to parti- 
cipate in this gathering and went 
away keener than before for the 
uplift of the common people. There 
are a number of Christian or semi- 
Christian organizations which are 
devoting their time and energy in 
facing some of the more urgent 
social problems. The Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, the 
National Child Welfare Associa- 
tion, the National Anti-Opium 
Association, the Mass Education 
Movement, are some _ representa- 
tive organizations whose good 
work has aroused a good deal of 
public sympathy and admiration. 


“Go to the People“ 


It is a healthy sign in recent 
years that people both within and 
without the Christian Church are 
paying a good deai of attention to 
fighting illiteracy. This formid- 
able enemy of China is blocking 
the way to progress in the develop- 
ment of both the nation and the 
Church. It is not one day too soon 
that the Christian Church is be- 
ginning to get serious about this 
matter. 


Happily both the Mass Educa- 
tion Movement at Tinghsien and 
the successful experiment of the 
American Board Mission at Pao- 
ting, have greatly helped the 
Christian Church as a whole by 
inspiration and experience for 
attacking this gigantie problem 
The National Christian Council 
was happy in having secured the 
services of the Rev. H. W. Hubbard 
for this particular line of work 
in connection with the Five Year 
Movement. The special institute 
held at Tingsien last spring has 


encouraged a number of Church- 


workers to take definite steps in 


seeking for the elimination of illit- 


eracy from their Churches and 
neighborhood. The Baptist Church 
in Shantung, now part of the 
Church of Christ in China, 
appointed five secretaries for this 
purpose, who are in charge of some 
150 classes in Shantung. If the 
Christian Church is really in 
earnest about this matter, it will 
not be impossible to greatly reduce 
illiteracy, if not totally remove it 
within a few years at least from 
the Christian Church in China. 
This means that the Bible would 
become an open book to every 
person who has sworn allegiance 
to Jesus Christ. Think of the 
blessings and possibilities of a 
Bible-reading Church for China! 
It is yet, however, too early to 
predict success in this attempt; 
for success depends largely upon 
whether or not we really mean 
business. We are thankful for the 
measure of success that has already 
been attained. But there is much 
work still to be undertaken before 
the Church will be able to fight this 
evil through to success. 


This problem of illiteracy is 
closely linked with other problems 
of rural China. The popular cry 
in China today is to “go to the 
people.” The people are to be 
found in the country. The bulk 
of China’s population live in vil- 
lages and small towns. For the 
Church to tackle the rural problem 
energetically at this particular 
time is certainly an important 
point of strategy, whether we con- 
sider the question from the point 
of view of the nation or of the 
Church. 


We are happy to welcome in our 
midst Dr. Kenyon L. Butterfield, 
who has come from his many years 
of service in America, South Africa 
and India with very rich experi- 
ence and understanding of the pro- 
blem to help us in facing the rural 
questions of China. His technical 
knowledge and wide experience 
will be of immense value to all who 


are rurally minded and are inter- 
ested in the problem. We are 
confident that his observations and 
studies will lead the Christian 
Churches to face this great pro- 
blem with understanding and 
determination. 


The Hope of the Future 


It is coming to be realized that 
a big gap exists between the 
Church and youth. Some would 
even go as far as to say that there 
is strong antagonism between the 
two. While to a certain extent 
this is still true, one is happy to 
note that a spirit of cooperation 
between Church and youth is also 
gradually gaining ground. We 
are very happy for this new atti- 
tude which, if developed, will en- 
rich the life and work of both 
parties in no small way. 


A group of Christian and gov- 
ernment students recently signified 
their definite desire to cooperate 
with the Christian Church in some 
practical and definite projects. 
Plans are being made for a joint 
summer conference in North 
China, which will be the beginning 
of even greater cooperation in the 
days to come. 


This Biennial Meeting has also 
decided to lay stress on work for 
and with the youth. Provision is 
being made for representative 
students and student leaders to 
share in the discussions of this 
meeting. Some Church bodies are 
making progress in developing 
practical measures to give to young 
men and women an opportunity 
to take part in important decisions 
in the Christian Movement. The 
decisions of the Church of Christ 
in China in such matters may be 
taken as an illustration of this 
new spirit and attitude. 


The Home the Backbone of the 
Nation. | 
Probably no people in the world 

lay greater stress on the central 

place of the home than the Chinese. 

The family is the backbone of the 

national life of China. The older 

conceptions of the Chinese people 
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base their national life upon the 
family. Unfortunately, to ne 
small extent among Christians the 
central position has been shifted 
from the home to the Church. 
While no one wishes to minimize 
the importance of the great Chris- 
tian fellowship that we call the 
Church, it is still lamentable to 
weaken the position of the home. 
It is high time to recover this great 
loss and realize again that it is 
the home that is primarily respon- 
sible for training the religious life 
of the young rather than either 
the Church or the school, notwith- 
standing the very great services of 
these two important institutions. 


In recent years a new conscious- 
ness seems to have been awakened 
among the people of the import- 
ance of the home. Much thought 
and attention have been given to 
efforts for the Christianization of 
home life in China. The observ- 
ance of a special Home Week. the 
holding of a Conference of Chris- 
tian workers to consider prob- 
lems affecting the home, the 
preparation and distribution of 
literature in various forms relating 
to problems of the home, have been 
welcomed with delight and enthu- 
siasm. In not a few of the 
Christian periodicals special space 
has been given to matters relating 
to the home. That in this endea- 
vor we are touching one of the 
main springs of the life of China, 


is a fact that can hardly be 
doubted. 


The Greatest Book in the World 


We are well within the facts 
when we say that more literature 
has been published in China in 
recent years against the Christian 
religion than 
since Protestant Christianity first 
touched China’s soil. Never before 
has there been such an intelligent 
and determined attack upon the 

Christian positions. Yet it is equally 


true that the circulation of the 


Christian Bible in China in recent 
years has also been singularly 
successful. The report of the cir- 
culation of the Bible by the three 


in all the years. 


Bible societies in China during the 
last two years clearly shows that 
the Word of God is being more 
widely read in China today than 
ever before. According to the 
figures given by these Societies, 
close to 26,000,000 copies of the 
Bible, or of portions of it, have 
been circulated. This shows a 
remarkable increase over all the 
preceding years. Moreover, the 
language of the Chinese Mandarin 
version of the Bible is being more 
appreciated by non-Christian 
scholars than in former years. 
Such well-known scholars as Chow 
Tzo-jen, Hu Shih, and others, have 
remarked on the excellence of the 
Chinese. This is noticeable as in 
contrast with the attitude taken by 
scholars in the past. It was a 
book which it was beneath their 
dignity to read! No truer words 
have ever been said by General 


Chang Chih-chiang than those’ 


words printed in large gold letters 
on the covers of the specially 
bound Bibles the General ordered 
from the American Bible Society 
for his Christian and non-Christi- 
an friends, “This is the greatest 
Book in the world!” 


Unsolved Problems 


These are some of the hopeful 
and encouraging signs in the Chris- 
tian Movement in China of the 
past two years. They indicate 
that the Church is developing along 
healthier lines. It must, however, 
be recognized that we are still at 
the beginning of things. A great 
deal more sacrificial work and 
wholehearted devotion are neces- 
sary before we may expect fruitful 
results. However, we are thank- 
ful for these beginnings and pray 
that the Spirit of God will direct 
and inspire us to aim at nothing 
less than the best. There are no 
grounds for an unhealthy content- 
ment and satisfaction. . Not only 
are we far from the goal before us, 
but we are still faced with a num- 
ber of problems that are almost 
untouched, each one of which in- 
volves great possibilities either for 
good or evil. Time will not permit 


us to go into details. We can only 
barely make mention of them in 
the hope that more time, thought, 
energy and prayer may be given 
to them at the earliest possible 
moment. 


Let the following questions be 
asked.—What is the Christian 
message for China today and how 
is that message to be presented? 
What are the reasons for the scar- 
city of intelligent and educated 
young men for the Christian 
ministry and other positions of 
leadership, and how are we to 
secure, train, utilize and keep such 
leaders for Christian services? 
When and by what methods will 
the ministry of the printed page 
have its rightful place in the pro- 
gram of the Christian enterprise 
in this country? What do we un- 
derstand is Religious Liberty and 
how is it to be attained and 
safeguarded? What is our duty in 
international relations between 
China and the nations of the West 
especially of the Orient? How far 
do Christian people in China under- 
stand and practise the meaning 
of stewardship and what are the 
practical methods in realizing self- 
support? How may we avoid the 
unhealthy attitude of intolerance 
and what place does tolerance hold 
in the life of Christians. How far 
are we committed to the Church- 
centric ideal and honestly applying 
it in actual practice? Do we 
realize that our supreme need is a 
spiritual one, and that the Chris- 
tian Church has no future in China 
unless our lips are touched by the 
live-coal from the altar of God, and 
the dry* bones are vitalized by the 
breath of God's spirit? : 


These and other problems are 
staring right into our eyes, await- 
ing a definite answer. Looking at 
the situation facing the Christian 
religion in China today, we cannot 
fail to realize the greatness of the 
task and our inability to undertake 
it. We seem to hear again the 
words of the Psalmist, “Who is 
sufficient for these things?” But 
there is also the reassuring word’ 
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of our Lord: “With God all things 
are possible!” Let us march for- 
ward in the strength of Him who 
is “the same yesterday, today, and 
forever!“ | 


THE BIENNIAL MEETING OF THE 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 

AT HANGCHOW, April 10 to 17. 
E. C. LOBENSTINE 


The eighth meeting of the 
National Christian Council since 
its organization in 1922 and the 
first since its reorganization as a 
body directly representative of 
Churches and other national Chris- 
tian organizations in 1929 was 
held in Hangchow April 10 to 17. 
The Church Missionary Society 
kindly placed some buildings on its 
hospital compound, which were 
temporarily empty, at the disposal 
of the Council for the meeting 
without apparently inconvenien- 


cing the two hundred patients in 


the hospital and the many out- 
patients coming daily for treat- 
ment. 


The meeting was attended by 
85 delegates and twelve secretaries 
of the Council, including both 
members of the regular staff and 
others loaned for temporary ser- 
vice with the Council. In addi- 
tion, there were twenty-two invited 
visitors, amongst whom were Dr. 
Kenyon L. Butterfield, Dr. Jesse 
L. Corley, Dr. H. Paul Douglass, 
Dr. E. Knight, and Rev. Akira 
Ebizawa and Mr. William Vories, 
the latter two of whom were 
fraternal delegates from the 
Japanese National Christian Coun- 
cil and Federation of Missions. 


Since the meeting in 1929 the 
following Churches have ratified 
the Constitution which was then 
proposed for adoption. The figure 
in parenthesis after each name 
gives the last reported number of 
communicant members: 


Church of Christ ............ (119,121) 


Methodist Episcopal Church 


Methodist Episcopal Church 


( 12,674) 
Wesleyan Methodists ......... ( 7,161) 
United Methodis ts ( 16,468) 
Methodist Protestant ......... ( 1,966) 


Baptist Churches (Northern) ( 11,164) 
Baptist Churches (Southern) 

South and East China Asso- © 

ct Mi.. ( 14,120) 
North China Kung Li Hui 


(Congregational) .......... ( 18,644) 
Nan Hsing Tao Hui (Swedish) ( 2,350) 


Church of the Brethren ...... ( 1,300) 
Chung Chen Hui (Basel) ..... ( 6,809) 
Independent Churches of Shan- 

0-66 6600 0 0 66 ( 2,000) 


Tsun Tao Hui (Evangelical) (1.451) 
In addition there were present 
members of the following other 
Churches which at the time of the 
meeting had not yet ratified the 
Constitution and were, therefore, 
not officially representing their re- 
pective Churches in the meeting: 
Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hwei ( 33,440) 
Li Hsien Hwei (Rhenish) ....( 3,045) 
West China United Church 
(Canadian) ( 3,260) 
Lutheran Church of China ...( 23,704) 
Baptist Churches of Shansi and 
D ( 3,271) 
Covenant Church ............ ( 1,770) 


By special vote of the Council, 
the members of these Churches 
were given the privileges of the 
floor, and accorded the same rights 
as the official representatives of 
the organizations which had ap- 
proved the Constitution. 


Since the biennial meeting, the 
General Synod of the Chung Hua 
Sheng Kung Hwei has met and 
approved of the N.C.C., appointing 
at the same time its official repre- 
sentatives on the Council. 


It will be seen that a large 
proportion of the members of 
Churches established by the his- 
toric ‘Churches in the West are 
now included in the membership 
of the Council. The Council] as 
now composed, contains repre- 
sentatives of the Anglican Church; 
the Baptist Churches established 
by the Northern and the English 


Baptist Missions; the South and 


East China Associations, establish- 
ed by the Southern Baptist Mis- 


sion; the Congregational Churches 


established by the London Mis- 
sionary Society and the American 
Board, mostly as members of the 
Church of Christ; the four 
branches of the Methodist Church 
established by the American 
Methodist Missions, North and 
South, the Methodist Wesleyan 
and the United Methodist Missions: 
the great majority of the Presby- 
terian and Reformed Churches 
who compose the Church of 
Christ (which is a member of the 
Council), along with Churches 
established by the United Church 
of Canada and the Churches 
founded by the English Baptists. 


In addition there are included 
in the Council the independent 
Churches of Shantung, Kansu and 
Chekiang; and the Church estab- 
lished by the United Christian 
Missionary Society the Church of 
the Brethren Mission, the Basel 
Mission, and the Evangelical 


Church. 


Besides the Churches, there are 
represented in the Council’s mem- 
bership the following national 
organizations: the National Com- 
mittees of the Y.M.C.A. and the 
Y.W.C.A.; the China Christian 
Educational Association, including 
representatives of the Christian 
colleges and universities through 
its Council on Higher Education; 
the Christian Literature Society; 
national medical and philanthropic 
organizations; the American and 
the British & Foreign Bible 
Societies; and the Chinese Home 


Missionary Society. 


Bishop Tsen, the Chairman of 


the Council, was unavoidably pre- 
vented from being present at the 
opening of the meeting. In his 
absence the chair was taken alter- 
nately by Bishop C.P. Wang, who 
had come to Hangchow all the way 
from Chengtu, and by Dr. Wu 
I-fang, president of Ginling Col- 
lege. | 
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The meeting opened on Friday 
night, April 10, and closed the 
following Friday afternoon. An 
atmosphere of distinct hopefulness 
pervaded the gathering. The dele- 
gates were in a constructive mood. 
No important questions came up 
for consideration, upon which 
sharp differences of opinion exist. 
Constitutional matters were dis- 


posed of at the preceding meeting 
in 1929. 


There seemed to be but one 
desire on the part of all, namely to 
face the present situation in China 
as squarely as possible, and to 
confer together regarding the ad- 
vance to be made in the next few 
years. No sense of discourage- 
ment was apparent, notwithstand- 
‘ing the fact that the progress being 
made by the Christians in China is 
by no means as rapid nor as great 
as it should be, and the clear 
realization that the attacks of the 
anti-religionists and anti-Chris- 
tians are by no means ended. 


The hospital chapel, with its fine 
Chinese paintings of some of the 
parables of Jesus was placed at the 
disposal of the Council for the 
daily private and public devotional 
meetings, and for the Sunday ser- 
vices. Many who attended a 
N.C.C. meeting for the first time 
were particularly impressed by the 
devotional atmosphere that per- 
vaded not only these meetings, but 
the business sessions and the dis- 
cussion groups as well. There 
was manifest a very marked spirit 
of Christian unity and a high 
regard for the character of the 
representatives of other Churches 
than one’s own and an eager desire 
to share with them one’s thoughts 
and to learn from them. This 
found its fullest expression in the 
celebration together of the Holy 
Communion on Sunday. 


The time of the meeting was 
taken up in looking forward, not 
backward. Only so much time was 
spent in reviewing the past as to 
make possible wise planning for 
the years immediately ahead. It 
was natural that the Five Year 


Movement should be the most im- 
portant topic before the delegates. 
The Council discussed this subject 
by dividing itself into a number of 
groups, each of which dealt with 
one or other of the following 
aspects of the subject: Evangelism 
and Religious Education; the Rural 
Work of the Church, including 
Literacy; the Christianizing of 
Home Life; the Church and Youth; 


the Church and the Christianizing 


of Economic Relations. Two days 
were spent in these group discus- 
sions. 


The reports of the Standing 
Committees made clear that the 
Five Year Movement is beginning 
to show definite signs of taking 
hold. This is truer of some com- 
munities and of some Church 
groups than of others. The in- 
fluence of the movement is making 
itself felt in quiet unobtrusive 
ways; in a revival of faith in the 
mission of the Church to the people 
of China in this hour of national 
reconstruction; in confidence that 
the Christian Church is able, not 
only to withstand the attacks being 
launched against it, but to move 
forward humbly and yet courage- 
ously in bearing its witness to the 
fuller life which Jesus Christ 
revealed in Himself, and which 
He makes possible for those who 
will follow Him. Cooperation with 
other fellow-Christians is proving 
in China, as elsewhere, a distinct 
help to growing numbers of Chris- 
tians in facing the difficult prob- 
lems of today and in adjusting 
themselves to the new conditions 
under which Christian work must 
be carried on. There is develop- 
ing year by year, especially among 
the Chinese, a stronger sense of 
Christian solidarity. They may 
not yet have attained that cor- 
porate faith that leads them to 
“expect great things from God, and 
to attempt great things for God,” 
vet there are hopeful indications 
that consciences are being quicken- 
ed and men made conscious of 
their utter need of help from above 


it their religion is really to be of 


much use to themselves and to 
others. 


Religious Education and 
Evangelism 


Dr. Jesse L. Corley and the 
group that has been traveling with 
him, consisting of Mr. Samson 
Ding, Miss Alice Gregg, Dr. S. H. 
Leger and Mr. Ronald Rees, con- 
tributed much to the discussions on 
this subject.. The results of their 
study during the past six or seven 
months in different parts of China 
were reviewed and advantage was 
taken of the presence of so many 
representatives of different Chris- 
tian Churches to consider in what 
ways these Churches could co- 
operate most helpfully in the field 
of religious education. It was 
clearly recognized that the ex- 
clusion of all formal religious 
instruction from elementary and 
secondary schools lays heavy addi- 
tional responsibilities on the Church 
authorities. It was recognized 
further that the help of the school 
authorities and their teaching 
staffs is necessary if the Churches 
are to meet at all adequately their 
increased responsibilities. The 
findings published elsewhere in this 
issue show the steps proposed for 
dealing with this vitally important 
matter. The progress of the 
Christian movement in China dur- 
ing the next few decades will hinge 
to no small extent on the way in 
which the different Christian 
bodies deal with this important 
problem. No laissez-faire policy 
on the part of the several Churches 
in the field of Religious Education 
can possibly meet the needs of 


Evangelism 


The intimate relation between 
Religious Education and Evange- 
lism was stressed in the group 
meetings at Hangchow as it has 
been in the work of the past two 
years. While the F.Y.M. is an 
evangelistic forward movement, 
such progress as has been made is 
due for the most part to the steady, 


quiet work going on in each Chris- 


— 


— 4 — — — — 
\ 
| 
> = 
a 
. 
* 
— 
* 


THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 7 


tian group. There has been in 
China no one outstanding evange- 
list like Dr. Kagawa in Japan, 
leading the evangelistic work of 
the Church. 


It is not possible to state how 
much progress has been made 
toward the attainment of the 
second goal of the Five Year Move- 
ment, namely the doubling of the 
number of Christians. General 
statistics of the Christian body 
have been lacking for several 
years. The Council believes that 
it is important to find out what 
the situation is, and whether the 
number of Christians is growing 
larger or smaller, or remaining 
fairly constant. Numbers alone 
are never a reliable measure of 
Christian growth, but they do 
afford some indication as to the 
condition of the Church. The 
Churches are accordingly being 
asked to secure for themselves and 
to furnish the Council with data 
upon which some general informa- 
tion in regard to the Protestant 


Churches can be secured. 


The holding of small conferences 
and of a national Conference on 
Evangelism in 1932 was 
upon at the meeting. A recom- 
mendation was also passed in 
which Churches are asked to share 
with one another those of their 
number with special gifts in lead- 
ing Evangelistic meetings, the con- 
duct of retreats, etc. It was felt 
that there is a distinct place for 
use for longer and shorter periods 
of people with special qualifications 
for addressing special groups or 
classes of people, and that the ser- 
vices of some such persons should 
be secured in connection with the 
Five Year Movement. 


The Rural Church 


The group dealing with problems 
of the Rural Church benefitted 
greatly by the presence of another 
visitor from abroad. Dr. Butter- 
field, fresh from his study of the 
situation in China, the Philippine 
Islands and India, presented to the 
Council suggestions looking to the 


application in China of the pro- 
posals for the rural Church adopted 
at the Jerusalem meeting of the 
International Missionary Council 
in 1928. It will be remembered 
that at that meeting a somewhat 
different approach to the rural 
problem from that generally fol- 
lowed in the past was proposed. 
This looks to a community-centered 
rural Church and to a program 
that undertakes to contribute as 
far as may be possible to raising 
the life of the village community 
as a whole as well as of the Chris- 
tian group. While carrying on 
and, wherever possible, strength- 
ening and improving the work 
already done in the home, the 
Church and the school, the aim is 
to provide in addition to the above 
for the improvement of the health 
of the community, the raising of 
the standards of living through 
improved agriculture and other 
methods, and the better use of 
such time as is available for 
recreation. The conferences held 
by Dr. Butterfield, Mr. F. L. Chang 
and others, with Church and mis- 
sion authorities during the past 
year revealed much interest in this 
community-centered approach to 
village life. A number of Church 
bodies are now preparing to deve- 
lope one or more of the proposed 
“rural community parishes.” The 
idea of these parishes is more fully 
described in the article by Dr. 
Butterfield. 


The Home 


No aspect of the Council’s work 
during the past year met with a 
more general and hearty response 
than that undertaken by the Com- 
mittee on Christianizing Home 
Life. Miss Kuan, the Secretary 
of the Council’s Standing Com- 
mittee, was ably assisted through- 
out the year Miss Ortha Lane, 
whose services were generously 
loaned to the Council by the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission of 
North China. To the writer, who 
has followed closely the work of 
the Committee on Christianizing 
Home Life since it was first 


organized, it appears that a 
marked advance was made during 
the past year. This was largely 
the result of the interest aroused 
at the conferences held under the 
auspices of the Committee; to the 
observance of “Christianizing the 
Home Week” in October; to the 
traveling ‘exhibit displayed in 
different cities, and to the pam- 
phlets and posters put out in large 
quantity by the Committee. The 
various conferences and meetings 
held awakened a fresh realization 
on the part of many of the central 
place the home must hold in the 
development of the religious life of 
any community. They stimulated 
also the preparation of fresh books 
and leaflets in very simple language 
for women and children, and con- 


siderably increased the sale of 
such literature. 


Literacy 


Mr. Hugh Hubbard, loaned to 
the staff of the National Christian 
Council for a year and a half, 
through the courtesy of the pro- 
motional board of the North China 
Kung Li Hui, and his traveling 
mate, Mr. F. L. Chang of the 
Council’s regular staff, had much 
to report at Hangchow in regard 
to the new interest in Christian 
circles in the literacy campaign. 
Mr. Hubbard's conduct of Literacy 
classes over a period of five years 
in the Paotingfu area, during 
which time some 20,000 people 
were enrolled in literacy classes, 
made available for the Church at 
large, a good deal of valuable ex- 
perience. The Tinghsien confer- 
ence held in May 1930, under the 
auspices of the National Christian 
Council brought over ninety Chris- 
tian workers from different parts 
of the country into touch with the 
valuable experiment being con- 
ducted by Dr. James Yen and his 
associates, as well as with the work 
of the Kung Li Hui in that region, 
and sent them back to their 
respective Churches to take up this 
literacy and mass education work 
in their own districts. Rev. 
William Chang of the Church of 
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Christ in Tsingchowfu, Shantung, 
reported 150 literacy and mass 
education classes in the East 
Shantung field of the Church of 
Christ. The Church in that area 
is throwing its main emphasis in 
education at the present time on 
work of this kind. 


Reports to the Biennial meeting 
showed that the literacy movement 
is well launched in sections of 
North China, and is beginning to 
take hold in some of the other 
sections of the country. Very 
much, however, remains to be done 
before there will be any sufficient 
ground for believing that the differ- 
ent Christian Churches are really 
prepared to grapple seriously with 
the problem of illiteracy. Some 
Churches are doing so, but they 
are few and far between. Most 
of the Churches, outside of a few 
sections of the country where 
education is farther advanced, have 
apparentuy settled down to accept 


the situation, as it is, leaving any- 


where from 40 to 60 per cent of 
their rural membership and many 
city folk unable to read even the 
Gospels and simple devotional 
literature. Nothing but a com- 
pelling sense of the vitally close 
relation existing between the 
ability to read at least the simpler 
parts of the Bible and other 
devotional books and the develop- 
ment of a healthy spiritual life is 
going to be sufficient to secure a 
Bible-reading Church. 


And yet experience in China 
shows that illiteracy can be over- 
come. The Churches of Formosa 
established by the English Presby- 
terian Mission have apparently 
overcome it there through the use 
of the Amoy romanized, and 
attribute the high percentage of 
Christians in Formosa having 
regular family worship to this 
fact. The Tsangchow Churches in 
Southern Hopei are likewise prov- 
ing the possibility of securing a 
literate Christian membership. In 
both of these places, use is made 
of a phonetic system. The resolu- 
tions adopted by the National 
Christian Council following the 


general lead of Dr. James Yen’s 
group and of Chinese educators, 
proposes the use of the 1000 
character method, wherever pos- 
sible. At the same time the Coun- 
cil is concerned primarily with the 
goal to be attained rather than 
with the method of its attainment. 
It notes with satisfaction that some 
prominent Chinese educators have 
changed the position taken a few 
years ago, and are now prepared 
to recognize the value of the use 
of a phonetic system as a supple- 
mentary method of attaining liter- 
acy. It is hoped that many ex- 
periments will be undertaken in 
different parts of the country, with 
a view to securing as high a degree 
of literacy as is possible, through 
whatever method seems most likely 
to secure the desired results. Any 
use of the phonetic will probably 
require dialectic adaptations. 


Christianizing Economic Relations 


The following finding of the 
Biennial meeting shows the degree 
to which conceptions of the 
Church’s task in the economic field, 
as agreed upon at the Jerusalem 
meeting, are coming to be held in 
China: 

“This Biennial Meeting of the National 
Christian Council notes with interest and 
satisfaction the reconstructive planning 
of the work of the Committee on Chris- 
tianizing Economic Relations, as outlined 
in this report. It notes with deep con- 
cern, also, the widespread existence of 
unchristian industrial and economic con- 
ditions and relationships, as analysed by 
the Conference on the People’s Livelihood, 
and included in the report of the Com- 
mittee. 


It feels that the time has come for the 
Christian Church to accept as part of 
its obligation of service to China a share 
in the industrial and economic recon- 
struction of society, and it therefore 
recommends to the churches _ that, 
wherever possible, they include such re- 
constructive effort in the work of the 
Five Year Movement.” 


The Council has been fortunate 
indeed in having Mr. J. B. Tayler 
of Yenching University working 
on its staff during the past year. 


Mr. Tayler has brought to the 
Christian group as a whole the 
results of a prolonged study and 
of a very deep interest in China’s 
economic problems as they bear 
upon the development of a Chris- 
tian social order. The report of 
the Committee on Christianizing 
Economic Relations and the resolu- 
tions passed at the Biennial meet- 
ing show the nature of the dis- 
cussions of the past two years, and 
the degree to which the Biennial 
meeting was prepared to support 
the recommendations of the Com- 
mittee. In all of its work in this 
field, the human interest is domin- 
ant with the Council. It is con- 
cerned to find how the burden of 
extreme poverty which lies so 
heavily upon millions of the people 
of China and too often stunts their 
intellectual and spiritual develop- 
ment can be overcome, and how a 
more Christian industrial order 
can be brought about. 


Stewardship 


This aspect of the Five Year 
Movement has not as yet received 
much attention. A committee has 
been working on the subject. A 
number of pamphlets and other 
promotional literature has been 
produced, and some conferences 
have been held under the enthusias- 
tic leadership of Miss Lane. One 
evening session of the Biennial 
meeting was reserved for a pre- 
sentation of the subject. The 
statements made were more in the 
nature of appeals than discussion 
of methods of attaining objectives. 
There are some indications of 
growing interest in the subject of 
the Stewardship of both life and 
money—and yet this is one of the 
problems which is still very far 
from being solved. 


The success of the Five Year 
Movement depends on the degree 
to which this sense of stewardship 
of what we are and of what we 
have influences our thinking and 


determines our conduct, and there 


is still “much land to be possessed” 


before any very great enn of 


progress is to be expected. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED 
AT BIENNIAL MEETING 


1. Recommendations of Group on 
Religious Education and 
Evangelism 


Resolved that this National Christian 
Countil, meeting in Hangchow April 
11-18, 1931, receive the Report of the 
Standing Committee on Religious Educa- 
tion, and recommend to the co-operating 
churches and organisations the followi 

ns for pressing forward the wo 

y: 


1. That in the area of each synod, 
confetence, convention, city V. M. C. A. or 
Y.W.C.A., and in the chief executive 
assemblies of the same, thorough dis- 
cussion be given to work in religious 
education for different groups of people 
within and without the Church, under 
city or rural conditions, children, adoles- 
cents, students, ex students, young — 
parents and other adults, — 
especially: 


a. How to the Christian 
message more effectively to each group. 


b. How to train them in Christian 
worship and Christian living. 


c How to link together for this 
purpose Home and School and Church, 
and all agencies at work in the local 

| — tion, association or organisa- 
tion. 


2. That the responsible authorities in 
ach synod, conference, convention or 
Christian Association make definite plans 


to carry out their policy, considering the 
advisability of: 


a. Setting up a special committee 
or committees. 


b. Giving responsibility to a special 
worker or workers of training and 
experience, freeing them from other 

duties to enable them to promote, cor- 
— reorganise or supervise 
wo 


3. That in the case of larger churches 
and organisations the national work of 
each church denomination or association, 
where possible, be carried forward by the 
appointment of a worker or workers 
who will keep in touch with local and 
regional committees and special workers, 
and give them all possible assistance in 
leadership training, provision of teaching 
materials and other needs as they may 

_ 4 That arrangements be made as 
soon as possible whereby the religious 
education eommittees and workers whom 
the several church denominations and 
Christian , organisations may . appoint 


shall be national and interdenominational. 


Its function, which will be worked 
out in more detail later, will be to 
constitute a clearing house of information 
for all engaged in this type of work, so 
that they may strengthen each other, 
find fellowship in their work, help one 
another by the division of labour and 
share in the results of experiments as 
they are made. This will mean, among 
other things, that its duty will be: 


a. To coordinate the activities of 
religious education committees that are 
concerned with work in church and 
school and home or elsewhere. 


b. To call men to fresh vision and 
understanding in the use of religious 
education as an evangelistic agency in 
connection with the Five Year Move- 
ment. 


e. To assist in new efforts to 
develop trained workers, whether paid 
or voluntary, so that training institu- 
tions, summer schools and other 
agencies may be made more effective 
by cooperative work. 


d. To make known existing litera- 
ture and materials, to find out what 
people are producing good original 
work that might be used by others, 
and to discover what further materials 
may be needed from time to time. 


e. To encourage individuals and 
groups to work out further and better 
materials and curricula for the 
religious training of different classes 
of people. 


f. To stimulate and assist existing 
organisations in publishing and dis- 
tributing adequately such religious 


education literature and materials as 
are needed. 


The basis of the organisation shall be 
interdenominational, enabling the church- 
es and Christian organisations to co- 
operate, in loyalty to all they hold to be 
true and with mutual respect for each 
other’s doctrines and standards, in the 


promotion of the functions outlined 
above. 


5. That in view of the urgency of the 
work waiting to be done, steps be taken 
at once to bring into existence a pro- 
visional organisation for religious educa- 
tion. Accordingly we recommend to the 
churches and Christian organizations 
concerned: 


a. The endorsement of the principle 
of an organisation as outlined in 
recommendation No. 4 above, 


b. The appointment of representa- 
tives to a Standing Committee on 
religious education of the N. C. C. 
whose first task it will be, in coopera- 
tion with the Deputation on religious 
education, to work out the details of 
a constitution for this organisation, 
together with terminology, relation- 


ships to existing organisations, etc. 
The larger denominations and Chris- 
tian organisations (with a member- 
ship of 10,000 or over) shall be asked 
to appoint two representatives each; 
other churches and Christian organisa- 
tions (combining where necessary as 
for their representation in the N.C.C,) 
to appoint one representative each. 


c. That the bodies concerned be 
asked to appoint as their representa- 
tives secretaries or special workers in 
the field of religious education who are 
actually doing executive work and who 
are able to act. In all cases, where 
possible, it is suggested that the 
method of appointment shall be 
through the religious education com- 
mittee representing the whole of each 
church denomination or Christian 
organisation or group of organisations, 
In cases where no such religious 
education committee exists or cannot 
soon be brought into existence, it is 
recommended that the churches or 
organisations concerned find other 
means of appointing such special 
workers to share in the work of the 
Standing Committee. 


d. That as soon as three or more 
of the Church denominations and 
Christian organisations shall have 
endorsed the principle referred to in 
recommendation 5 (a), and appointed 
their representatives, the Standing 
Committee shall be constituted. It is 
urged that this action be taken as soon 
as possible in order that the Standing 
Committee my begin its work not 
later than July Ist, 1931. 


6. That pending the working out of a 
constitution by the Standing Committee 
on Religious Education, the N. C. C. will 
be prepared to give the necessary secre- 
tarial and financial help. 


That whereas the China Christian 
Educational Association has decided to 
appoint committees to consider the future 
scope and organisation of its work, the 
N. C. C. through its Standing Committee 
on Religious Education will be ready to 
join in consultation with the C. C. E. A. 
and the Deputation on Religious Educa- 
tion, with a view to working out a unified 
agency for the promotion of religious 
education in China. Reports shall be 
made when ready to the Executive Com- 
mittee of the N. C. C. which shall have 
power to act upon them. 


7. That the World’s Sunday School 
Association be requested to recognise the 
organisation referred to in recommenda- 
tion No. 4 above, when its constitution 
shall have been drawn up and approved, 
as the body with which the W. S. S. A. 
will co-operate in the promotion of 
religious education in China. 


8. That the National Christian Coun- 
cil, on behalf of the churches and 
organisations it represents, tender its 
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warmest thanks to the W. S. S. A. for 
the timely help already given by the 
sending of Dr. Jesse L. Corley, and 
request the W. S. S. A. to continue to 
contribute the services of Dr. Corley 
another year, in order to assist further 
in establishing this work on sound lines 
acceptable to all concerned, and to give 
more time for the finding of the neces- 
sary workers and resources. 


9. That a report be drawn up on the 
completion of their work by the De- 
putation on Religious Education, sum- 
marising the facts and conclusions 
arrived at and suggesting practical ways 
and means whereby these conclusions 
may be worked out and the recommenda- 
tions now adopted by the biennial meet- 
ing of the N.C.C. be given effect to: and 
that this report be submitted to the 
churches and Christian organisations 
through the usual channels. 


10. That in view of the policy outlined 
in the preceding recommendations, this 
biennial meeting of the National Chris- 
tian Council be regarded as the official 
delegated conference, voted at the Execu- 
tive Committee of the National Christian 
Council at its meeting on November 20, 
1930; and that a more informal con- 
ference be arranged for workers in 
religious education during the summer 
of 1931, to enable them to confer 
together and assist the work of the 
Deputation. 


Evangelism: 


The report of the Discussion Group on 
Evangelism was approved as follows: 


1. That in order to measure more 
adequately the progress of the Five 
Year Movement towards its goal of 
doubling the membership of the Church, 
a new and special effort be made to 
secure statistical information. Since 
1922 no reliable estimate of the number 
of Christians in China has been made. 
The questionnaires sent out by the 
N. C. C. in 1930 were for the most part 
unanswered. Accordingly we ask the 
staff of the N.C.C. to formulate ques- 
tions, simple and few in number, that 
will secure uniformity and accuracy in 
the answers reported, designed to dis- 
cover the figures as of January 1930 as 
well as later figures. This work should 
be completed by July 1932. We urge 
our churches to make this study for their 
own benefit as well as for the Christian 
movement in general. 


2. That the name of the Standing 
Committee on Retreats and Evangelism 
in future be “Standing Committee on 
Devotional Life and Evangelism.” 


3. That the representatives of mem 
ber organisations now present assist the 


incoming Standing Committee on De- 
votional Life and Evangelism in their 


plans for future regional evangelistic 


institutes (e.g. short term schools) by 
giving information to the staff as to 
where regional evangelistic institutes are 
most urgently needed and where active 
local cooperation, so necessary to their 
success, will be assured. 


4. That a national evangelistic con- 
ference he held in 1932. This will mark 


the central point in the time assigned to 


The Five Year Movement and come in 
between two biennial meetings of the 
N.C.C. Its purpose should be to gather 
up the experience of the evangelistic 
work of the Five Year Movement and of 
the regional institutes and make plans 
for a determined forward move for the 
future, as God may reveal it to us. The 
emphasis on stewardship should be in- 
cluded. The conference should consist of 
church leaders, secretaries, supervisors 
of evangelistic work and religious educa- 
tion “workers. 


5. That in view of the many requests 
that are coming to the Council from the 
churches for the services of experienced 
evangelistic workers to assist them in 
evangelistic meetings and conferences, 
representatives of member organisations 
cooperate with the staff of the N. C. C. 
in securing the services of such evange- 
listic leaders for a part of their time to 
help other churches in their evangelistic 
work. Thus all might benefit from an 
interchange of fresh personalities. 


6. That the incoming committee be 
specially requested to consider the im- 
portance and value of securing visits of 
men from abroad who have outstanding 
qualifications for reaching special classes, 
— and types whom we need to 
reach. 


Il. Recommendations of the Group 
on Rural Life and Literacy 


I. Literacy: 


1. We recommend that the aim of the 
Literacy Movement be the attainment of 
a literate and Bible reading Church by 
the end of the Five Year Movement. 


2. Tools of the Literacy Movement: 
While recognizing that the Thousand 
Character, National Phonetic, and the 
Romanized systems are all tools for 
promoting literacy, nevertheless, because 
of the practical difficulty of emphasizing 
all of these simultaneously, we recom- 
mend that the National Christian Coun- 
cil devote its chief effort to the pro- 
motion of the Thousand Character 
system. 


3. We recommend that the N.C.C. be 
asked to give special attention to the 
follow-up work of literacy as below: 


‘a. To devising ways and means 
for the publication of a Christian 
Farmer’s Journal. 


b. To cataloguing all publications 
suitable for rural people and the dis- 
tribution of such a list among rural 
churches. 


c. To helping each rural church to 
have a Farmers’ Library for the cir- 
culation of books in the community. 


4. “Rural Community  Parishes:” 
Realizing the importance of the project 
of the rural community parish in for- 
warding the Christian Movement 
China, we recommend to missions to 
experiment on this project by starti 
several such parishes with the help 
guidance of the N.C.C. 


5. In order to help the country 
pastors to devote their life to the 
development of the rural community 
parish as a “cell” of the Kingdom, we 
recommend to the churches: 


a. That leave of absence for a cer- 
tain length of time be given to such 
country pastors after a certain num- 
ber of ars of service and that 
opportunity for special work both in 
studies and field work be given to such 
pastors who are on leave 


b. That some system of financial 
security for the country pastor (as 
age pension or life insurance) 
instituted so that he ry! be spared 
from worrying about his livelihood or 
; educational expenses of his chil- 

ren. 


c. That a conference of neighboring 
country pastors be held every year 
during a vacation period at some con- 
venient center in order to increase 
their knowledge and interest in their 
work. 


Training of Leadership 


1. We recommend that, in cognizance 
of the fact that the success of church 
work depends largely on volunteer work- 
ers, rural community pastors make it 
their main work to train laymen for 
different activities, such as Religious 
Education, agriculture, cooperatives. 


2. We recommend that rural service 
groups, Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., in- 
stitutional churches, and educational 
institutions in different localities be 


requested to conduct special 
classes for lay leaders. wore 


8. We recommend that the curricula 
of such rural laymen’s training classes 
be all-round, and special emphasis be 
laid on practical problems in order to 
meet the actual needs of rural church. | 


4. With a view to developing efficient 
rural community pastors, special educa- 
tion and practical training work must 
be offered to them. We recommend that 
theological seminaries in various places 
strive to so shape their curricula and 
system as to be able to meet this need. 
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5. It is a good sign that so many 
ng Christians are showing a keen 
nterest in rural service in rvany places. 
We therefore recommend that churches 
should do their utmost to guide and help 
these enthusiastic young people in every 
way possible. 


Future Projects 


1. Since the rural workers’ confer- 
ences held in Tsinan and Peiping, a very 
high interest in the rural community 
rish idea has been manifested by the 
orthern churches. We recommend that 
a North-China Rural Committee be ap- 
pointed -by the Executive Committee of 
the N.C.C. to help guide their activities. 


2. In view of the fact that churches 
in several places have now decided to 
establish rural community parishes, we 
every p encouragement to 
these endeavors. 

The Problem of Livelihood 


We recommend that the Committee on 
Christianizing Economic Relations pay 
particular attention, in their various 
projects for raising the standard of 
living of the people, to projects for the 
rural community parishes, such as sup- 
plementary industries and cooperative 
movements. 


Sanitation in Council Districts 
For the improvement of rural health, 
we recommend: 


1. Health week, once a year, at a 
suitable time. 


2. Temporary clinics. Hospitals to 
be asked to open temporary free clinics. 


3. That the Council on Health Educa- 
tion be requested to prepare suitable 
pamphlets, posters and other publicity 
materials for teaching the principles of 
hygiene to the country people, based upon 
their rural surroundings. 


Other Matters 


1. We recommend that, in the name 
of the Biennial meeting, a letter of 
thanks be sent to the National Associa- 
tion of the Mass Education Movement 
for their splendid work in promoting 
mass education, with the hope that they 
will continue to guide and help us in this 
common task. 


2. We recommend that letters of 
thanks be sent to the International 
Missionary Council for releasing Dr. 
K. L. Butterfield to China for service 
and to Dr. Butterfield for his invaluable 
contribution, expressing the hope that the 
International Missionary Council will 
send from time to time such rural 
specialists to China. 


III. Recommendations of the Group 
on the Church and Youth 


1. That the National Christian Coun- 
cil confer with its constituency in regard 
to the very serious situation that exists 
in regard to the relation between the 
Church and Youth of China today. 


2. That the National Christian Coun- 
cil arrange for conferences in the differ- 
ent centers of the country, bringing 
together the leaders of the Churches, 
both lay and clerical, workers among 
Youth, and Youth themselves, to confer 
with each other on the problem of the 
Courch and Youth. 


3. That the National Christian Coun- 
cil take steps to secure a group of experts 
to make a comprehensive survey and 
study of the Youth situation in China, 
the purpose of helping the Church to 
discover how Christian organizations 
can more effectively meet the needs of 


Youth, and enlist the latter in Christian 
service. 


4. That the National Council take all 
possible steps to secure adequate Chris- 
— een to meet the needs of 

ou 


5. That the National Christian Coun- 
cil urge upon Church Bodies the pressing 
need of a Youth Department in local 
Churches, in order that Youth may have 
a congenial spiritual home and at the 
same time may express their zeal and 
devotion through the Church to the end 
that they may become a vital force in 
the Church’s life. 


6. That the Executive Committee of 
the National Christian Council make the 
carrying out of the above recommenda- 
tions one of its main emphases in con- 
nection with its work during the next 
two years. In doing so, it will naturally 
draw to the fullest extent upon the 
experience and help of those of its mem- 
bers (the National Committees of the 
Y.M.C.A. and W. C. A.) primarily 
engaged in work for Youth, and also of 
expert advice from those engaged in 
solving similar problems in other coun- 
tries. 

IV. Recommendations of Group on 

Christianizing Economic 


Relations 


This Biennial Meeting of the National 
Christian Council notes with interest and 
satisfaction the reconstructive planning 
of the work of the Committee on Chris- 
tianising Economic Relations, as outlined 
in its report. It notes with deep con- 
cern, also, the widespread existence of 
unchristian industrial and economic con- 


ditions and relationships, as analysed by 


the Conference on the People’s Liveli- 
hood, and included in the report of the 


Christian Share in Reconstruction 


The Council feels that the time has 
come for the Christian Church to accept 
as part of its obligation of service to 
China a share in the industrial and 
economic reconstruction of society, and it, 
therefore, recommends to the churches 
that, wherever possible, they include such 
reconstructive effort in the work of the 
Five Year Movement. 


Major Projects 


In order to carry out the above pro- 
posal, it approves of the Committee on 
Christianising Economic Relations taking 
the following as the major aspects of its 
programme for the next two years. 


1. The study and promotion of: 
a. Rural and 


b. Other small scale industries, with 

a view to enabling the churches both 

to find a larger life for themselves, and 

to take a share in building up a com- 
munity life based on Christian prin- 
ciples. 

2. The study and promotion of co- 
operatives, especially as they concern 
credit, marketing, processing of products 
(such as ginning of cotton and pressing 
of oil-seeds, etc.), and, later, consumers; 
also of mutual aid societies for sickness 
insurance and similar benefits. All these 
are definite contributions towards the 
setting up of a Christian social order. 


3. The study and promotion of: 
a. Industrial welfare. 


b. The training of labour for par- 
ticipation in the control of matters 
affecting the welfare of workers, and 


c. Personnel management. 


d. The Factory Law and its ap- 
plication and the possibility of the 
measures contained in it being im- 
proved. 


4.a. To promote workers’ Education 
by Churches and other Christian 
agencies in industrial areas. 


b. To plan for a workers’ educa- 


tional institute for research into the 
methods, content and literature neces- 
sary for workers’ education. This 
meeting considers this to be one of the 
most important contributions Chris- 
tians can make towards the Chris- 
tianising of industrial and economic 


relations. 
Immediate Steps 


It recommends also that the following 
steps be taken in the carrying out of the 
above projects: 

1. That in the immediate future the 
Committee on Christianising Keonomic 
Relations emphasize: | 
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a. The preparation of literature 
that will make clear to the Churches 
the Christian principles underlying the 
above mentioned projects. 


b. The organization of groups in 
various centres to co-operate in the 


local application of the programme 
outlined. 


c. The preparations of practical 
programmes and their demonstration 
in carefully chosen localities, repre- 
senting: (1) Urban, and (2) Rural 
conditions. 


d. The publication of the results of 
these experiments for the guidance of 
the Churches in taking their share in 


creating Christian industrial and 
economic relations. 


e. The arousing of the interest and 
enthusiasm of the youth of China for 
social reconstruction by means of 
lectures, literature, discussion groups 
and conferences, and the enlisting of 
the youth of China for social recon- 
struction by ‘means of lectures, 
literature, discussion groups and 
conferences, and the enlisting of their 
co-operation in the prosecution of 
these practical projects. 


2. That the co-operation of the 
universities be secured: 


a. For the research involved in the 
above programmes. 


b. In interesting students in the 


solution of industrial and economic 
problems. 


cs For training experts for lead- 
ership in the technical phases of the 
major projects. 


V. Recommendations of the Group 
on Christianizing the Home 


The Fumily Devotional Life 


Realizing that the greatest need of 
the Church today is for a deepening of 
the personal and family devotional life, 
we would call upon all Christians to 
give special attention to that need during 
the next biennial period. We re- 
commend: 


1. That we endeavor to establish 
vital worship in every Christian home. 


2. That we set as a definite goal for 
the next two years the winning of whole 
families for Christ. 


3. That prayer meetings in the home 
be more widely observed as a means of 
deepening the spiritual fellowship of 
Christian neighbors and of bringing in 
to the Christian group the non-Christians 
of the neighborhood. 


Training for Christian Parenthood 
We recommend. 


1. That all church bodies arrange in 
institutes and summer schools for a 
special course in Christian Home Ed- 
ucation to qualify pastors and church 
leaders to train the parents in their 
churches in the fundamentals of Chris- 
tian parenthood and to promote in their 
churches the Christian training of 
children. 


2. That the National Christian Coun- 
cil request the China Christian Educa- 
tional Association to promote the 
carrying out in all of our Christian 
schools of the recommendations of the 
Huchow Conference regarding the 
Christian parenthood. (Section 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5 of Report of East China Conference 


for Leaders of the Christianizing the 
Home Movement). 


Promoting of Christianizing the Home 
Movement 


We recommend that the N.C.C. pro- 
mote the annual observance of Christia- 
nizing the Home Week, and that the 
Christianizing the Home Committee 
prepare suitable materials for the 
observance of the Week. © 


Vi. Recommendations of the 
Discussion Group on Stewardship 


1. That Church Bodies appoint a 
Stewardship Secretary as a part of their 
Five Year Movement Committee) whose 
duty will be to organize stewardship 
study groups in local churches, lead 
stewardship classes at conferences and 
institutes, give stewardship addresses 


and promote the use of stewardship 
literature. 


2. That, if possible, Conferences or 
Institutes held by Christian churches 


include stewardship in the program, as 
a regular study course. 


3. That Churches include a steward- 
ship study class in their program, that 
the stewardship theme be presented from 
the pulpit at twice a year. 


4. That Churches definitely plan for 
the education of children and young 
people in the principles of stewardship, 
through classes of instruction, pageants, 
plays, stories, songs, and definite pro- 


jects that call for the practice of 
stewardship. 


5. That the Christian observance of 
the Harvest Festival become nation- 
wide as a time of thanksgiving and of 
emphasis on stewardship. (Suggestion: 
in 1931, Christians be asked to bring on 
that day their offerings of grain, fruit, 
vegetables, and money; that this special 
gift be used for the Five Year Move- 
ment, nine tenth’s to be used for local 
Five Movement promotion and one tenth 
to be sent to the N.C.C. for nation-wide 


promotion.) 
C+ 


6. That the N.C.C. Stewardship 
Committee give special attention during 
the coming year to: 


a. Follow-up work for those who 
have enlisted as “Stewards,” sending 
them literature to guide them in their 
life and to help grow as true stewards 
of life and possessions. 


b. Guidance and training of ste- 
wardship secretaries to be appointed 
by the various church groups, for 
their work of promoting stewardship 
in conferences and local churches. 


ct. The promotion of intercessory 
prayer on the part of all Christians. 


d. Promotion of the nation-wide 
Christian observance. of the Harvest 
Festival. 


e. Special promotion of steward- 
ship among children and you 
people, including the production 
such literature as is lacking in the 
stewardship series, especially steward- 
ship plays for students and steward- 
ship study books for students. 


Vil. Other Resolations Adopted 
at the Meeting 


1. Constitution and Bylaws. The 
edited copy of the Constitution and By- 
laws which were approved in the annual 
meeting of 1929 and later by the mem- 
ber organizations, was accepted as the 
correct version of the documents. 


2. Status of Delegates in the 
Biennial meeting of bodies which have 
not yet adopted the National Christian 
Constitution. 


In view of the fact that certain organ- 
izations which were recognized at the 
seventh Annual meeting of the National 
Christian Council as members of the 
Council whose representatives were pre- 
sent at that meeting have not had 
opportunity since the proposal of the 
revised constitution for official action 
upon it, and in further view of the fact 
that representatives of these churches, 
upon invitation of the Council, are pre- 
sent at and participating in this Biennial 
meetng, Voted to approve the recom- 
mendation of the Business Committee 
that those representatives be given the 
privileges of the floor and be accorded 
the rights in this meeting similar to 
those of the official representatives of 
the organizations which have approved 
the Constitution. 


8. Admission of New National Org- 
anizations. 


Since the last Biennial Meeting, the 
National Christian Council has received 
requests from the Chinese Home Mission- 
ary Society, and from the British and 


Foreign Bible Society, that they be re- 
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cognized as member organizations of the 
Council, and each be allowed one re— 
presentative. 

Inasmuch as there are at the pre- 
sent time vacancies in this group, and 
as the Constitution provides for admis- 
sion of other nationai organizations, 
upon the Business Committee’s recom- 
mendation the request of these two 
organizations was granted. 


4. Methods of making the Council’s 
work more efficient. The following sug- 
gestions were referred to the incoming 
Executive: 

a. Appointment of Regional Com- 
mittees to co-operate with the National! 
Christian Council especially in con- 
nection with the Five Year Movement 


b. More detailed formulation of a 
two-year program in line with the 
recommendations adopted at this 
Biennial Meeting. 


e. Establishment of increasingly 
close relations with the authorities of 
the Council's constituency: e.g. each 
member organizations to invite a mem- 
ber of the National Christian Council 
staff to attend its most important 
annual or biennial meeting. 


d. Promotion of careful study by 
the Council's constituency of each of 
the Committee reports together with 
the recommendations adopted at this 
Biennial Meeting. 


e. That some means be found to 
check up the degree of progress in 
the Christian Movement which is being 
made between Biennial meetings and 
to report on the extent to which the 
resolutions adopted by the Council 
have been given effect. 

f. That we urge upon the repres- 
entatives of each member organization 
to take steps to insure that full report 
is made in their respective constituen- 
cies of the recommendations adopted 
at this Biennial meeting. 


Opium 


A message was received from the 
Secretary of the National Council of 
Evangelical Free Churches of Great 
Britain expressing interest, sympathy 
and confidence in the struggle which the 
Christian Church of China is making 
against the opium traffic, and quoting 
the following resolution passed at the 
Annual Assembly of the National Coun- 
5 A Evangelical Free Churches March 
2, 1731: 


“That this Annual Assembly of the 
National Council of the Evangelical 
Free Churches offers its fraternal con- 
gratulations to the National Christian 
Council of China on the earnest endea- 
vors the Church in China is making for 
the suppression of the opium evil. It is 
grateful for the success already attain- 
ed, but in view of the terrible extension 
of the scourge, it respectfully urges that 


no effort be spared to inspire the Chinese 
Government to renewed efforts. The 
Christian Church in this country, which 


fought so strenuous a battle for the. 


Indian exportation of the drug in China, 
watches with the keenest interest and 
deepest sympathy the efforts of the 
Christian Church in China in its strug- 
gles against this moral degradation.” 


a. Voted to refer the letter to the 
new Executive Committee of the N.C.C. 
asking them to make a suitable reply. 

b. Voted that, Whereas the poison 
of opium has a dangerous effect upon 
body, mind and soul and, Whereas 
there are people who are now openly 
advocating the establishment of a 
government monopoly, Be it Resolved 
that we urge the entire Church to 
uphold the present Government policy 
of absolute prohibition and pray that 
those who are proposing this monopoly 
may be convinced of the deadly effect 
of such a policy. 


RURAL COMMUNITY PARISHES 


By K. L. BUTTERFIELD 


The findings of the two confer- 
ences held in North China are the 
result of much discussion and ex- 
press apparently unanimous opi- 
nion of delegates with a wide 
variety of experience in rural 
work, and a considerable number 
of different Christian groups re- 
presenting differing polities and 
policies. I think, therefore, that 
these findings should be given 
great weight by the National 
Christian Conference, by Christian 
leaders and official bodies, and by 
those various groups in the West- 
ern world who have an interest in 
or responsibility for cooperation 
with the Christian enterprise in 
China. 


The essential principles of 
effective work for the Christian 
Church in rural China may be 
distilled from the findings and dis- 
cussions of the various conferences 
thus far held the past winter, in 
terms somewhat as follows:— 


1. A community parish, com- 
pletely self-supporting. 


2. A community-serving Church, 
leading in a correlated program 
for community development. 


3. A trained, efficient, and per- 
manent minister who is both pastor 


— 


of his people and leader in develo»- 
ing a more prosperous and a more 
Christlike community, and who will 
be aided in all parts of the pro- 
gram by a large group of volunteer 
workers. 

4. The constant help of special- 
ists who will be furnished by 
agencies outside the community, 
without expense to the community, 
and who will give constant aid and 
counsel in promoting the various 
parts of the program, of community 
development. 

The opportunity offered to the 
Christian Church in China to serve 
the people of the villages and to 
build the Kingdom of God in rural 
China, that has come through the 
literacy movement, seems heaven- 
sent. Here is a fundamental! need, 
a moving appeal, a project thor- 
oughly in keeping with national 
aspirations, and possessing a 
technique carefully worked out and 
easily available. One cannot but 
feel that the strongest and most 
aggressive campaign of literacy 
education should be inaugurated 
and maintained, wherever the 
Christian Church or evangelistic 
efforts are at work. 

zut literacy is not an end; it is 
only a tool, and the challenge of 
the literacy movement does not lie 
only or even chiefly in the possibil- 
ities of greatly reducing illiteracy 
or of securing a literate Church 
membership, but rather in the fact 
that once literacy is gained, a com- 
pelling obligation is laid upon the 
Church to follow the question of 
literacy with reading matter op- 
portunities, and instigation for 
habitual reading. The provision 
of both Christian literature and of 
material designed to help the vil- 
lage people to a better understand- 
ing of their personal and com- 
munity problems, as well as 
questions of citizenship in their 
moral relations, is one of the 
deepest needs of the present and 
the immediate future. 


The imperative necessity of the 
follow-up of literacy introduces us 
to the whole problem of the relation 
of the Christian enterprise to 
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education. I cannot pass intelli- 
gently upon the question of main- 
taining primary schools under 
Christian auspices, except to say 
that it seems like a clear obligation 
upon the Christian enterprise to 
discover the way by which the 
children under its care shall have 
a sufficient schooling in childhood 
days to attain permanent literacy. 
But here again the problem goes 
far beyond mere literacy, and I 
recommend strongly that means be 
created for the thorough study of 
the possibilities of continuing edu- 
cation for literates, young and 
old, and illiterates as well, through 
such means as young people's in- 
stitutes, people's vocational in- 
stitutes, libraries, institutes for 
volunteer leaders, as well as a 
system of popular or mass educa- 
tion, somewhat systematic in char- 
acter through the use of such 
devices as pictures, charts, the 
stereopticon, motion pictures, radio, 
music, story-telling, village readers 
and dramas. 


More specifically, I would rec- 
ommend strongly that the Na- 
tina! Christian Council serve as 
the agency through which there 
may e developed some permanent 
body representing the cooperative 
purpose of the various Christian 
groups in North China, to follow 
up aggressively the results of the 
conferences held in that area. 
These recommendations were for: 


(1) A North China rural coun- 
sellor. 


(2) A rural health specialist. 


(3) A specialist for rural econo- 
mics, especially in the co-operative 
movement. 


(4) The stimulation of rural 
studies by the universities. 


(5) Closer correlation in agri- 
cultural work between Nanking on 
the one hand and Cheeloo and 
Tunghsien on the other. 


(6) A religious research group 
to be described in a moment. 


Perhaps upon no institution in 
all China does the burden of re- 


. sponsibility and privilege in this 


great rural field lie with greater 
weight than upon the theological 
seminaries and other institutions 
that are training men and women 
for pastors, Bible women and 
other religious workers in the 
country districts. But there are 
in China very few institutions that 
have worked out and have in oper- 
ation a course of training deliber- 
ately designed to train these work- 
ers. This statement should be 
qualified with the further statement 
that there are a number of 
institutions keenly anxious to 
develop such work, and often 
prevented from doing it because 
of utter lack of sufficient personnel 
and funds. On the other hand, it 
must be said that the ways by 
which men and women are trained 
for this rural religious work are 
still based largely upon the tra- 
ditional methods imported from 
abroad; whereas they should be 
based upon a scientific study of 
the needs of the village people, the 
Christian message that is most 
potent in reaching the village mind 
and heart, and methods by which 
the religious leader in the villages 
may most effectively build both the 
Kingdom of God and a community- 
serving Church in these rural 
areas. 


The function of the universities 
in rural work has been outlined by 
the Council on Higher Education 
in its correlated program and this 
program has, I think, been accept- 
ed in its main outlines. Much 
remains to be done in working out 
details, and I recommend other 
conferences of the type held at 
Nanking in March (an entirely 
voluntary and unofficial body 
called by the Rural Dept. of the 
National Christian Council, but 
having representatives from Yen- 
ching, Cheeloo, Nanking, Fukien, 
Lingnan unicersities, as well 
as visitors from several non— 
university institutions like Tung— 
hsien and Yochow). I say that 
this type of conference should be 


kept on some permanent and 
official basis, to the end that there 
may be constant discussion and 
interchange of views and plans, 
with reference to the ways by 
which these different institutions 
in their investigations, in their 
training of leaders, and in their 
extension service, may make the 
largest possible contribution to the 
work of the Christian Church in 
rural China. 


Hospitals: There are 300 Chris- 
tian hospitals in China and the 
value of their service to the people 
is beyond description. And yet in 
general the people of the villages 
have to come to the hospital. In 
some way this process must be re- 
versed and the hospital must go 
to the people. The prevention of 
disease, the treatment of iliness, 
and the education of the people in 
personal hygiene and public sanita- 
tion are indispensable factors in 
building a Christian community. 
The itinerant doctor, the public 
health nurse, the possession by 
the pastor and laymen of some of 
the essentials of first-aid, have all 
been suggested as methods. 


The Christian enterprise should 
avail itself of the studies and ex- 
periments that are being made by 
the Mass Education Movement at 
Tinghsien, the rural sociological 
experiment by some of the faculty 
of Yenching, and the deep interest 
and great wisdom of the Self- 
government movement under the 
leadership of Liang Shu-min and 
his associates. It has already 
been suggested by a group of 
missions that a piece of research 
be instituted under their leader- 
ship. It would be frankly an ex- 
periment in the development of 
rural reconstruction work under 
the distinct leadership of the 
Christian enterprise, it would 
avail itself of all existing and new 
experiments and pieces of research 
in the general field; but the main 
purpose of it would be to study 
and to experiment and finally to 
demonstrate what may be called 
the Christian technic, that is, 
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practice methods by which the 
essential religion of Jesus may be 
applied to personal character- 
building, the adequate, all-round 
development of a Christian com- 
munity, and in these ways lay the 
foundation for an essentially Chris- 
tian rural civilization in China. 


The enlistment of young men 
and women for service in rural 
communities is another task that 
the Christian forces in China need 
to press with vigor. Here, as 
everywhere, leadership is the 
essential factor, leadership at once 
intelligent, consecrated, adequately 
trained. The pull is always to the 
cities. The need is perpetually 
greatest in the villages. Shall the 
youth of China rise to meet the 
need? 


I should like to stress afresh and 
and with all possible vigor my 
deep-seated conviction that the 
community parish should be the 
heart and center of all efforts of 


whatever character, whether in 
evangelism, religious education, 
literacy, health—in everything. 


For here, I repeat, I believe lies 
the secret of a genuine Christian 
occupation of rural China. All 
types of service, all developments 
of machinery, all philosophies that 
undergird an advancing Christian 
enterprise, should focus here. 


Attention should be called to the 
tendency in all bodies that have 
to do with Christian work. to re- 
gard the rural work and denart- 
ment as coequal with such aspects 
as evangelism, religious education, 
health, youth, and so on. As a 
matter of fact, rural work includes 
all of these. Every committee and 
every project for promotion that 


‘has anything whatever to do with 


the Christian enterprise in China 
should recognize that there is a 
distinction between urban .and 
rural work, and that both are 

essary, but that the rural work 
should have special attention, both 
because it involves the majority 
of the people of China and because 
its technique is less frequently 


— 


studied, is more meagerly devel- 
oped, and in some respects is more 
difficult than that of the city. 


There is one problem of major 
importance that I find it very 
difficult to give advice upon. It 
has to do with the establishment 
of effective machinery for securing 
the co-operation of various Church 
hodies, of the different mission 
and mission boards, and in fine, of 
all parts of the Christian enter- 
prise in China, in making possible 
a rural program with a unified 
approach and a correlated effort, 
in presenting this unified rural 
problem as a unit, both in China 
and the West. Perhaps this is 
a peculiar service to be rendered 
by the National Christian Council, 
more especially through its rural 
secretaries, but the whole rural 
movement suffers from a patchy 
d-velopment, from a lack of co- 
ordination of effort. 


The possible service of the 
rural field is limited only by ques- 
tions of policy and the provision of 
personnel. I take it that the 
National Christian Council in this 
essential task of the Council is to 
serve as a clearing-house for the 
Christian enterprise in @hina. I 
congratulate the Council that it has 
already three men on its perma- 
nent staff who are giving more 
or less full time to rural work; 
and I congratulate the Council also 
on the quality, insight and deve- 
tion of these men. Without desir- 
ing to pass upon the policy of the 
Church in China, I would urge the 
importance of permitting and en- 
couraging the Council to keep be- 
fore the Churches in China as well 
as in the West, both the signi- 
ficance of this rural question, and 
what is even more important, the 
hearty support of specific means 
for advancing the Kingdom of God 
among the villages of China such 
specific projects, for example, as 
will grow out of the suggestions of 
the rural conferences already re- 
ferred to. 


WORK OF THE COMMISSION 
STUDYING RELIGIOUS EVUCATION 


J. L. CORLEY 


The Commission was composed 
of Dr. Jesse L. Corley, sent to 
China by the Wor!d Sunday School 
Association, Mr. Samson Ding, 
Miss Alice Gregg, Dr. S. H. Leger. 
Rev. Ronald Rees, Secretary of the 
N.C.C., has acted as Secretary to 
the group. 


The Commission, assigned the 
duty of making a study of religious 
education in China, has been 
steadily at work since last October. 
As far as time and strength would 
permit, they have sought to visit 
in many places the various types 
of work, going as far south as 
Fatshan, west to Changsha, north 
to Changli and to many inter- 
mediate points. Rural districts 
have not been-neglected. As near- 
ly as possible, the Commission is 
making an all-round study of this 
difficult problem. 


The fact is generally recognized 
that the Church, as distinguished 
from its schools, must bear a 
heavier responsibility than ever 
before in its program of religious 


education, due to government 
regulations. At the same time 
Church leaders feel very inade- 


queately prepared to assume this 
responsibility... The importance 
and strategy of religious education 
seem not to have been realized by 
the Church. Dependence has been 
placed on the schools. But even if 
this were a desirable and wise pro- 
cedure, it can no longer be done as 
in the past. 


It cannot be too forcefully em- 
phasized that the Church faces a 
new day in respect to its work of 
Christian education, and the soon- 
er it prepares for it the better. It 
probably is well that this new 
situation has developed. Even- 
tually it will prove a blessing to the 
Church. The old plan of depend- 
ence upon the schools for Christian 
nurture failed to develop sufficient- 
ly in the young people attitudes of 
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loyalty and responsibility towards 
the Church. On the other hand 
the Church failed to develop 
attitudes of patience and affection 
towards its young people and has 
lost the inspiration that comes 
from intimate contact with them. 
when its members make themselves 
responsible for the religious deve- 
lopment of their children and 
youth. While it is probable the 
schools will continue and in one 
way or another provide the 
religious emphasis, yet it is plain 
to be seen that, if the Church is to 
win and hold the rising generation 
in the future, it must no longer 
delay the planning of a thorough- 
going program of religious educa- 
tion. 


This is not to say the Church in 
its educational work should be 
disassociated from the Schools. 
There should be the most intimate 
relationships existing between the 
schools of all grades and the 
churches. Leaders from the 
schools and churches should regard 
their task as one, and all should 
confer and conspire together in 
an inclusive plan, seeking in 
every way possible to augment 
the efforts of one another, pro- 
viding effective correlation and a 
maximum use of their leadership 
towards the attaining of their 
common goals. The leadership of 
the Church in all phases of its 
work must move out into a larger 
conception of religious education. 
It is no longer excusable for it to 
be thought of only in the terms of 
the old-fashioned Sunday School, 
with which many of us have been 
familiar from our early days. 


Religious Education, as defined 
by the Jerusalem Conference, in- 
cludes “all efforts and processes 
which help to bring children and 
adults into vital and saving ex- 
perience of God revealed in Christ; 
to quicken the sense of God as a 
living reality so that communion 
with Him in prayer and worship 
becomes a natural habit and prin- 
ciple of life; to enable them to 
interpret the meaning of their 


growing experience of life in the 
light of ultimate values; to estab- 
lish attitudes and habits of Chris- 
tian living in common life and in 
all human relations; and to enlarge 
and deepen the understanding of 
the historic facts on which Chris- 
tianity rests and of the rich con- 
tent of Christian experience, belief, 
and doctrine.” 


One of the fondest hopes enter- 
tained by the Commission is that 
Christian leaders of Church and 
School and College may not only 
see that the hope of the Christian 
enterprise very largely lies in its 
educational work, but that thev 
might covet the opportunity of 
uniting, through a permanent 
agency to be created, their leader- 
ship and influence. Only by so 
doing can the work be completed 
and the effectiveness of the educa- 
tional method as an evangelizing 
force be made clear to the Church. 
In this way only could we 
bring to the program of religious 
education a truer and more ade- 
quate conception and successfully 
demonstrate that in the educational 
method lies the hove of establishing 
the Kingdom of God. 


THE CHURCH AND YOUTH 


Introductory Statement by T. TI. Lew 


Your group on Youth gratefully 
acknowledge the recognition the 
Council has given to the problem 
of Church and Youth. The real- 
ization on the part of the Council 
of the importance of the problem 
is itself a great step in advance 
and progress in Christian thinking 
in the Church of China in recent 
vears. Your group appreciate 
the opportunity offered by the 
Biennial Conference to turn its 
attention in this direction, and 
wish it had been possible for the 
entire Council to share in the ex- 
perience which the group had in 
coming face to face with the 
various aspects of the problem. 
We have come to see its tremen- 
dous scope, its delicate intricacy 
and the many-sided complexity. 


We realize that with the limited 
time at our disposal we could only 
touch the mere surface of the 
entire problem. More especially 
because this is the first time that 
the problem ot Youth has been 
given a place in the program of 
the Conference, and unlike the 
problems dealt with by the .other 
groups of the Conference, the pro- 
blem of the Church and Youth has 
not received any previous attention 
and adequate preliminary prepara- 
tion before the Council meeting. 
The group is therefore obliged to 
present to you a very simple and 
brief report, which is in every 
respect a preliminary one, for any 
adequate presentation of the pro- 
blem in all ite aspects will require 
a more thorough-roing study and 
lengthier discussion than this Con- 
affords. 


erence 


First of all, the group wishes to 
call your undivided attention to 
the seriousness and gravity of the 
situation that confronts the Church 
and Youth in their relationship to- 
day in China. The seriousness of 
the situation lies in the fact that, 
first of all, the Youth of China to- 
day, more than ever before, come 
face to face with the ethical, social 
economic, religious and intellectual 
problems, and they have an earnest 
deside to know where the Church, 
in the name of Christ, stands in 
regard to the various problems 
that have brought forth many 
ideas and theories and propaganda 
of all kinds, which have given the 
people of China today uncertainty, 
confusion and bewilderment. 


In the second place, the serious- 
ness lies in the fact that the Youth 
in many instances, were disap- 
pointed in the Church and its 
leaders when they went to them 
with their problems, and did not 
find the help they needed. 


In the third place, the situation 
becomes graver when Youth, after 
repeated disappointments, reluct- 
antly drift away from the Church 
in increasing numbers. 
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And finally, the decreased con- 
tact with the Church and her 
leaders has created gradually an 
antipathy against the Church. 
Such antipathy has even hardened 
into a hostile attitude. This has 
gone so far in some places that 
the Church has found it difficult 
to win back the hearts which ought 
to have belonged to the Church. 


II. 


In this situation, the group see 
that the Youth of China today 
have certain definite needs which 
must be met. Most important of 
all, Youth needs an adequate phi- 
losphy of life. From what we 
learn from Youth, they are crying 
out for a philosophy of life which 
must be first of all Christian, that 
is to say, it should help them to be 
Christ like in all human relation- 
ships; and secondly, it must be 
thoroughly up-to-date and modern. 
Youth does not want traditional or 
conventional, antiquated teaching 
without direct bearning upon the 
problems of the life of today. In 
the third place, Youth needs a 
philosophy of life which is based 
upon human experience, that is 
living and vital as against any- 
thing that is the product of mere 
theoretical speculation, expressed 
dogmatically. 


The Youth of China needs today 
competent guidance; first of all, 
they nee! guidance in their per- 
sonal adjustment to the rapidly 
changing order. More especially 
they desire guidance in the follow- 
ing problems which are confront- 
ing them; the problem of sex and 
marriage, and the problem of vo- 
cation and lifework. 


And secondly, Youth is crying 
for guidance in the great task of 
creation of a new social order 
which must be Christian. Youth 
as a whole feels that the work of 
the Church so far is mere patch- 
work. They express their deepest 
dissatisfaction. They have the 
faith that a true Christian social 
order is not only possible, but also 
absolutely necessary, if China is 


to be saved. They wish to see a 
thorough-going reconstruction at 
any cost, and will not rest content 
with mere patchwork. 


The third great need of Youth 
is a practical program for social 
and economic recenstruction, 
according to the principles of 
Jesus, to which Youth can dedicate 
their lives. They have enthusiasm 
and devotion. They need a pro- 


gram which is practical, which can 


enlist the best spirits among them, 
which will kindle their imagina- 
tion and call forth life-giving 
devotion. 


III. 


Your group on Youth believes 
that the Christian Church in 
China, in meeting the challenge of 
the present situation, can at least 
do the following things: 


1. The Church should make a 
genuine effort to understand Youth 
problems. 


2. The Church should make a 
serious attempt to study and to 
think through some of the most 
pressing problems that confront 
China today, with Youth itself. 


3. The Church should provide 
a spiritual home in which Youth 
can have their own fellowship as 
well as fellowship with the rest 
of the Church. 


4. The Church should provide 
opportunities for cooperative un- 
dertakings between the Church 
and Youth in religious and social 
service. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


The following recommendations on 
Religio liberty were adopted by the 
Executive Committee of the National 
Christian Council at its meeting on 17, 
April. 


RECOM MENDATIONS 


1. In view of the far-reaching 
importance of the issues at stake 
at the present time in different 
interpretations as to what is in- 


volved in Religious liberty; and 
in view of the great desirability 
that the Christian bodies co-operat- 
ing in the National Christian 
Council should be kept informed of 
one another’s positions in matters 
affecting their relation to the 
Government and should wherever 
possible, act together in any ap- 
poach to the Government; and in 
view, further, of certain questions 
likely to arise in the future in 
connection with the registration of 
Christian institutions and the 
abolition of extra-territoriality it 
is, 


1. Recommended that the Na- 
tional christian Council appoint a 
Standing Committee on Religions 
Liberty to watch developments 
during the period of national na- 
tional reconstruction; to serve as a 
clearing-house of information in 
matters affecting the relation of 
organizations that are members of 
the National Christian Council and 
the Government; and to represent 
the Council when, in the judgment 
of its Executive Committee, it is 
desirable to approach the Govern- 
ment officially. 


2. Recommended that the Coun- 
cil associate itself with the China 
Christian Educational Association 
in adopting the two recommenda- 
tions passed at the annual meeting 
of the C.C.E.A. 


a. The C.C.E.A. would urge 
upon all mission and church bodies 
the great importance of maintain- 
ing their schools, notwithstanding 
present restrictions of the govern- 
ment educational authorities. The 
actual experience of the past few 
years reported to this meeting 
shows conclusively that, given the 
proper teaching staff, it is possible 
to maintain schools that are de- 
finitely Christian. The churches 
and missions could make no great- 
er mistake at this critical time than 
to relinquish the vitally important 
opportunities afforded them 
through the conduct of private 
schools. Where. religious instruc- 
tion is not premitted in the curri- 
culum, school and church author- 
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ities should cooperate closely in 
providing the necessary facilities 
for such instruction, outside of 
school hours. 


— b. The C.C.E.A. would remind 
the faculties and authorities of 
Christian schools of the added res- 
ponsibility placed upon them both 
individually and corporately to 
take the fullest advantage of the 
measure of liberty allowed them 
under government regulations, of 
standing firmly for those qualities 
of life and thought that we regard 
as distinctly Christian, and of 
making adquate provision for the 
religious instruction of pupils in 
the curriculum where permitted, 
and outside of school hours where 


ecessary. 


3. Recommended that all org- 
anizations members of the National 
Christian Council be asked to give 
special attention during the next 
two years to the further study of 
the subject of Religious liberty, 
more especially with a view to an- 
swering in a more satisfactory way 
the problem of how best to present 
the Christian faith so to aid 
children to an intelligent accept- 
ance thereof. 


4. Recommended that the Coun- 
cil express to Dr. John R. Mott, 
Chairman of the International 
Missionary Council, its deep in- 
terest in and conviction of the 
great value of the proposal for a 
thorough study of the whole sub- 
ject of Religious liberty, and 
express the very earnest hope that 
he may succeed in arranging that 
the study be promptly undertaken 
so that the report may be available 
at as early a date as possible. 


The proposal referred to in the 
last recommendation grew out of 
two conferences on the subject of 
Religious liber 7, held in New 
York during last year under the 
auspices of the International 
Missionary Council. Some years 


ago the National Christian Counc!l: 


requested the International Mis- 
sinary Council to undertake a 
thorough study of the laws and 


regulations of different countries 
bearing upon Religious freedom. 
At the Jerusalem meeting of the 
International Missionary Council 
in 1928 one aspect of the subject 
was raised, namely, that of Reli- 
gious minorities in certain Euro- 
pean countries in which this ques- 
tion had become acute after the 
World War. The meetings of New 
York in tlie spring and winter for 
1930 were more general in charas- 
ter, and considered problems bear- 
ing on Religious liberty arising to- 
day in different parts of the world, 
especially in those countries 
where foreign missionary work 
is being carried on. The meet- 
ings were attended by an in- 
fluential group of university pro- 
fessors, including two international 
lawyers, board secretaries, and 
missionaries from different count- 
ries. Before adjournment of the 
second meeting, the vital import- 
ance of securing more accurate 
and comprehensive information on 
the laws and practices of different 
States and of defining more clearly 
just what is involved in Religious 
liberty became evident. A careful- 
lv prepared appeal was accordingly 
drafted and forwarded to the 
Institute of Social and Religious 
Recearch New York asking the 
Institute to become responsible for 
such a study. The proposal calls 
for a thorugh study, both historical 
and otherwise. of the whole ques- 
tion, with a view to placing much 
needed information in the hands 
of the authorities of both Church 
and State. 


The proposal was considered by 
the Board of Directors of the 
Institute at its January meeting, 
and was referred to its Chairman, 
Dr. John R. Mott for further study 
and enquiry and for report at the 
next meeting of the Institute, to 
be held in October of this year. 


At the December 1930 meeting 
of the group above referred to, 
a tentative list of rights and pri- 


vileges which were regarded as . 


involved in religious liberty was 
drafted. The items included in 


this list were tentatively agreed to 
as necessary to a full degree of 
religious liberty. They concern 
primarily the liberty granted by a 
nation to its own citizens. There 
was insufficient time at the meet- 
ing to discuss two other aspects of 
the question, namely, whether or 
not it is essential for the mainten- 
ance of Religious liberty that the 
same rights and privileges be 
granted by one nation to the 
nationals of other countries, as are 
granted to their own; and further, 
the nature of the guarantee of 
Religious liberty affecting the 
nationals of one country residing 
in another. The questicn was 


raised whether there shculd be 


specific reference to Religious 
liberty in treaties drawn up be- 
tween any two nations; or whether 
guarantees should, if possible, be 
secured by some more general 
agreement through the League of 
Nations, or through some separate 
instrument similar to the Kellogg- 
Briand Pact. 


The following is the tenative list 
of rights and privileges which it 
was thought a Government should 
guarantee to its own citizens, if 
— copy liberty is to be maint- 
ained. 


1. The right of each adult in- 
dividual to hold such religious be- 
liefs and to engage in such 
religious practices as he may 
desire, without abridgment of his 
rights and privileges under the 
law. The right of an individual 
to change his religion and his re- 
ligious allegiance. 


2. The right of every citizen to 
propagate his religion by such 
means as he may desire. 


3. The right of public assem- 
bly for religous purposes. 


4. The right to use the ver- 
nacular in religious worship and 
instruction. 


& The right to conduct the- 
ological colleges and institutions of 
various grades for the training of 
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workers needed by a religous body 


in educating its constituency and 


propagating its faith. 


6. The right to gather people 
together, both adults and children, 
for the study and practice of 
religion. | 


7. The right of a religious body 
to teach their beliefs in private 
schools for the education of their 
own children and those of others, 
inder wheatever general regula- 
tions are enacted by the State. 


8. The right of a religious 
group to express and practice its 
faith through benevolent and so- 
cial welfare work. 


9. The right to publish books, 
periodicals and tracts, and to dis- 
tribute these freely so long as they 
conform with the general press 
laws of the country . 


10. The right to hold or use 
property without discrimination 
on the grounds of religion for the 


above-mentioned purposes. 


It was understood that in regard to 
all of these, the provision held that 
religious teaching and practices were 
consonant with public order and morality. 


FAMINE RELIEF S 
1930-1931 


The National Christian Council 
has had some small share during 
the past year in securing funds for 
famine relief in China. In De- 
cember 1929, China Famine Relief 
U.S.A. Inc., a benevolent organ- 
ization of friends of China with 
headquarters in New York, sought 
the advice of the National 
Christian Council as to famine 
conditions in the Northwestern 
provinces, and as to whether con- 
ditions were such as to make relief 
work possible. On the Council's 
cabled reply, China Famine Relief 
U. S.A. issued in America a fresh 
appeal for funds. The Council’s 
help was further requested in ap- 


pointing an Advisory Committee of 
Americans resident in Shanghai, to 
take the place of a similar com- 
mittee in Peiping which previously 
functioned in Peiping, but which 
had resigned after appearance of 
the American Red Cross report in 
1929. This was done; a committee 
composed of business men and 
missionaries was duly appointed 
and all funds received from China 
Famine Relief U.S.A. during the 
past year were handled by this 
Advisory Committee. The Com- 
mittee is directly responsible to 
China Famine Relief U.S. A. and 
not to the N.C.C. Mr. Lobenstine 
has acted as Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, and during his absence 
from China Mr. C. E. Patton and 
Mr. W. W. Lockwood served in that 


capacity. 


It is a pleasure to report that 
during the calendar year 1930, 
there reached China through this 
channel $557,000 U. S. currency. 
The Advisory Committee did not 
undertake to set up any field org- 
anization but carried on its work 
through the China International 
Famine Relief Commission, Pei- 
ping. Mr. J. E. Baker, Advisor to 
the Minister of Railroads at 
Nanking, formerly in charge of 
American Red Cross relief in 
North China, was released on 
salary by Mr. Sun Fo and served 
as Director of the relief work of 
CIFRC. He was ably assisted by 
Mr. J. Findlay Andrew of the 
China Inland Mission in Kansu. 
The latter took charge of the ex- 
tensive relief work in Kansu pro- 
vince to which $500,000 (silver) 
was allocated. 


The China International Famine 
Relief Commission, Peiping, has, 
during the past year, been engaged 
in working on two important 
irrigation projects in the famine 
area, one of these at Satochu in 
Suiyuan, the other at Wei Pei, 
North of Sian, Shensi. This latter 
is a project costing approximately 
$1,000,000 Chinese currency to 
complete. It is expected to pro- 
vide a steady supply of water 


sufficient to irrigate approximately 
540,000 mow land. A considerable 
proportion of the funds for both 
projects are being provided locally. 


In addition experiments were 
made in distributing new varieties 
of kaoliang for seed grain. These 
were selected for the purpose of 
securing a variety of kaoliang that 
is drought-resisting, and that ma- 
tures in a shorter period iof time. 


In the autumn of 1930, the 
Council’s advice was again sought 
by China Famine Relief U.S.A. as 
to whether or not there was 
further need for relief this year. 
Upon receipt of the report of the 
Council’s committee, the Chairman 
of which was Mr. H. H. Kung, de- 
cision was reached in December by 
China Famine Relief U.S.A. to 
renew its appeal in America, not- 
withstanding that the present is a 
most difficult time in which to raise 
money in that country for such a 
purpose, owing to the very large 
degree of unemployment and to 
the prevailing business depression. 


It was, moreover, decided to 
plan definitely to extend the appeal 
over a period of years, and to seek 
to use such funds as might be re- 
ceived not only in direct relief and 
in the furthering of such irrigation 
and road-building projects as have 
been carried on in recent years, 
but to seek also to improve the 
economic condition of farmers in 
the famine areas, through more 
scientific methods, improved agri- 
culture and a more profitable use 
of their time during winter months 
through the development of winter 
industries. 


This program of China Famine 
Relief U.S.A. is in line with both 
the work of the rural committee of 
the National Christian Council, 
and the work of the Committee on 
Christianizing Economic Relations. 
As will be seen in the latter’s re- 
port, the question of small village 
industries has been receiving very 
careful consideration from Mr. 
Tayler, the present secretary of 


+ 
— 
| 
at 
* * 
j 


20 THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


the Committee. It is also hoped 
that the experiments already begun 
by CIFRC in farmers’ co-opera- 
tives, may be somewhat extended 
through the allocation of modes“ 
sums for that purpose. 


It is not anticipated that large 
sums will be received this year, 
but the group of friends of China, 
interested in China Famine Relief 
U. A. S. is convinced that there are 
people to whom a continuing 
service to China along these lines 
will appeal, who may not be 
interested in the more ordinary 
work of missions. 


During the past year consider- 
able interest in the needs of famine 
sufferers in China's great North- 
west has also been manifested in 
Europe. The “European Central 
Relief for Inter-Church Aid,” with 
headquarters at Geneva, sent 300,- 
000 Swiss francs for relief in 
China. Approximately half of 
this was sent to the N.C.C. and the 
balance direct to the English 
Baptist Mission in Sian, Shensi. 


On January 31, 1931, a con- 
sultative conference concerning 
famine conditions in China was 
held at Geneva, attended by re- 
presentatives of more than a dozen 
different organizations, with head- 
quarters in Switzerland. The 
Conference appointed a committee 
to take steps to from a joint Euro- 
pean Committee to prepare an 
outlet for public help to China and 
to enter into collaboration with 
China Famine Relief U.S.A. and 
with CIFRC at Peiping. 


This European group has regis- 
tered its general approval of the 
program adopted by China Famine 
Relief U.S.A. in the) use of its 
funds, which emphasizes some- 
what more largely than in its ap- 
peal in the past, the desirability of 
utilizing these funds so as to be 
permanently helpful to people in 
the famine area, and to make ex- 
periments which, if successful, will 
point the way to a far more ade- 
quate dealing by the Chinese 


Government with the immensely 
difficult problem of doing away 
with famine in the Yellow River 
Basin. 


This program was presented to 
Mr. H. H. Kung as Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, and has 
met with his very cordial approval. 
In answer to a letter sent on be- 
half of China Famine Relief 
U.S. A., he writes 


“The program as suggested is 
a practical one, admirably suited 
to the amelioration of distress in 
the famine stricken districts; and 
I take pleasure in giving it my 
hearty endorsement. My min- 
istry will be glad to co-operate 
with your committee in every 
way possible to assist in the re- 
alisation of this program, and I 
shall be only too glad to do what 
I can personally in this regard.” 


The N.C.C. has itself received 
during the past two years and for- 
warded to Kansu and Shensi the 
sum of $135,221.38 Chinese cur- 
rency. This money came from 
three main sources: from churches 
and individuals in China $20,417.- 
52: from the European Central 
Office of Inter-Church Aid, Geneva, 
$66,335.66: and from other sources 
in Europe and America, Asia and 
Africa $48,468.20. 


The money sent to Kansu was 
transmitted through the China 
Inland Mission. The total trans- 
mitted through the C. I. M. includ- 
ing ‘some fuuds sent to Shensi, 
was $87,162.97. The bulk of the 
remainder, $36,879.82, was sent to 
the English Baptist. Mission in 
Sianfu. The balance was sent in 
other ways. 


These funds have been used at 
the discretion of the local Christian 
authorities, in carrying on famine 
work in which they were engaged. 


DR. KAGAWA’S VISIT TO CHINA 


The visit to China of Dr. 
Kagawa, the leader of the “King- 
dom of God’ Movement in Japan, 


in the early part of this year is a 


fact of no little significance to the 


Christians of China. His visit, 
although brief, was one of great 
influence. He impressed deeply all 
those with whom he came in con- 
tact by his deep personal piety and 
child-like faith, and also by his 
zrasp of the economic and social 
problems of our modern world and 
profound faith that the solution of 
these problems is to be found in 
Jesus Christ and His Gospel. 


As the outstanding leader of the 
present “Kingdom of God” evan- 
gelistic movement in Japan, Dr. 
Kagawa is stirring deeply his own 
fellow countrymen. Wherever he 
goes, churches and halls are packed 
to hear him. Few evangelists of 
equal power and with a more 
timely message have arisen in any 
land in our day. His intimate 
knowledge of conditions for factory 
workers of Japan and his long 
experience in seeking to bring to 
bear upon their needs the Chris- 
tian Gospel of the love of God and 
redemptive power of the Cross 
have given his message a note of 
reality that carries conviction 
wherever he goes. 


He came to China at the invita- 
tion of the Church of Christ in 
January and conducted meetings 
in Shanghai, Soochow, Tsinan, 
Weihsien and Tsingtau. At Shang- 
hai College he led a retreat attend- 
ed by forty Christian workers and 
presided over by Bishop Roots. 
All who were present were deeply 
impressed and spiritually helped. 
What impressed them most was 
the personality of the evangelist 
himself. His message carried con- 
viction because all felt that he was 
speaking out of his own experience. 
When he said “the more we suffer 
for others, the more we shall be 
able to understand the secret of 
the Cross of Jesus Christ,” all who 
heard him could not but feel that 
he knew whereof he was talking. 
Those who heard him saw more 
clearly the inseparableness of ‘a 
strong personal religion and a 
vigorous social passion. 
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_ It was interesting that it was in 

the province of Shantung and 
around the person of a Japanese 
Christian that the members of the 
Continuing Presbyterian Church 
and the Presbyterians now in the 
Church of Christ first came to- 
gether again since their separation 
some years ago. This meeting 
also was under the auspices of the 
Church of Christ. Some students 
from Cheeloo and from the Peiping 
Student Union (Hopei Lieu) were 
present by invitation, and were 
deeply moved. 


One outgrowth of the meeting 
was the organization of an Inter- 
national Goodwill Fellowship in 
connection with which a number of 
Chinese college students are plan- 
ning to visit Japan this summer. 


Another was the formulating of 
proposals for a Christian Inter- 


nationale of Prayer and Friend- 
ship. 


This visit of Dr. Kagawa will, 
it is hoped, be followed by other 
and longer visits in the future. 
Dr. Kagawa's visit and the custom 
of the N.C.C.s of Japan and China 
of sending fraternal delegates to 
their respective meetings is devel- 
oping mutual understanding and 
goodwill between the Christians in 
both nations and in time should 
become an influential factor mak- 
ing for international peace. 


THE LAYMEN’S SURVEY OF 
MISSIONS 


The first stage in the study of 
missions initiated a year ago this 
spring by a group of prominent 
laymen in America, most of whom 
are members of the boards of for- 


‘eign missions of their respective 


Churches, is rapidly nearing its 
completion. During the last week 
in May the deputation to India 
passed through Shanghai on its 
way back to America. Dr. Galen 
M. Fisher, the Director of the 


Institute of Social and Religious 


Research in New York, which is 


in charge of this part of the study, 


met here in Shanghai with the 
India and China groups, and the 
director of the Japan group, to 
confer regarding the drawing up 
of the report to be submitted to the 
Laymen’s Committee. 


Dr. Douglass, who has been di- 
recting the survey in China, has 
sailed for America with the India 
group on May 30, leaving behind 
the other members of the China 
deputation to write their individ- 
ual reports. We understand that 
the report or reports of the com- 
mission will be made to the 
Laymen's Committee this summer 
and will be handed over by them 
to the group of “Appraisers” which 
is to visit all three countries China, 
Japan and India, this coming year, 
starting in the early autumn. Dr. 
W. Ernest Hocking, Professor of 
Philosophy of Harvard University, 
is Chairman of this second deputa- 
tion. Ten to twelve commissioners 
have been already named and are 
in addition to Dr. Hocking, Mr. 
and Mrs. Harper Sibley of 
Rochester, New York: Miss Mary 
E. Woolley, President of Mount 
Holyoke College, who was a 
member of the Burton Educa- 
tional Commission to China 1921 
Dr. Henry S. Houghton, Dean of 
the University of Iowa, College of 
Medicine and formerly director of 
the Peking Union Medical Col- 
lege, Peking: Dr. Charles P. 
Emerson, Dean of the University 
of Indiana, School of Medieine, 
who is experienced in the ad- 
ministration of hospitals and 
sanitoriums;: Dr. Arlo A. Brown, 
President of Drew University, 
Madison, N. J., an outsanding 
figure in educational eireles of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church; Dr. 
William P. Merrill, Pastor of the 
Brick Presbyterian Church, New 
York, a lecturer and author of 
many books on religious subjects 
and closely identified with move- 
me.its for international goodwill 
and peace through the Churches; 
Dean Albert R. Mann of Cornell 
University, Agricultural College; 
and Dr. Rufus M. Jones a 


Quaker, Professor of Philosophy 
at Haverford College. Dr. Jones 
visited China some years ago, 
holding meetings with students 
and others. He prepared one of 
the important papers for the 
meeting of the International Mis- 
sionary Council in Jerusalem in 
1928. The names of the other 
commissioners has not yet been 
made public. 


“While the main task of those 
who have been visiting us during 
this past year has been to gather 
and collect facts, with as little in- 
terpretation of these facts as pos- 
sible; the primary task of the 
second deputation is to evaluate 
the work of the seven missionary 
societies in which the Laymen’s 
Commission is primarily interest- 
ed. Their report, which will 
hardly be ready before the end of 
1932, is certain to carry great 
weight, in view of the influence 
and standing of the individuals 
composing the commission, and in 
view further of the profound 
changes that are already begin- 
ing to take place in Christian 
thinking in regard both to the 
aims of the missionary movement, 
and the best methods of achieving 
them. There are clear indications 
that we stand today at a turning 
point in the expansion of Christi- 
anity in the world. This fact lays 
heavy responsibility upon those 
who are called upon to point out 
the direction along which this ex- 
pansion can most helpfully take 
place. We may well remember in 
our prayers those who have been 
called to share in this most dif- 
ficult and responsible task, through 
their acceptance of the invitation 
to serve on this Appraisers’ Com- 
mission. 


At the meeting of the group of 
laymen last autumn with the 
persons chosen to come out on the 
Fact-Finding Commission, it was 
impressively brought out that what 
was troubling these laymen was 
not so much that they were dis- 
turbed in their own thinking in 
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regard to the missionary endeavor, 
as that they were finding no ac- 
ceptance of their ideas in regard 
to it by their own sons and daugh- 
ters. They were therefore de- 
sirous of having this great 
Christian enterprise restudied in 
the light of today, and restated in 
terms that will appeal to their 
sons and daughters, who are not 
held by the same loyalties and yet 
whose Christian purposes they did 
not doubt. The purpose of this 
undertaking is therefore a positive 
one. It js constructive, not 
negative. At the same time it is 
desired to face the facts squarely 
and to be prepared to make any 
changes where changes seem de- 
sirable in the interests of the 
widest and deepest influence of 
Christianity in human life. 


The Commission that has been 
in China during the past year has 
done a very considerable amount 
of traveling. Warned that they 
should not judge China by Shang- 
hai and coast or even other capital 
cities, Dr. Douglass informs us 
that they have assiduously cul- 
tivated rural centers, and have 
brought together large numbers of 
rural workers in conferences at 
different points. One member of 
the Commission visited Szechuan 
and others have been as far West 
as Shansi and Hunan. They admit 
frankly that they have probably 
not seen typical work “in due pro- 
portion,” but believe that they 
have the means for checking their 
data by way of corrective. 


That they have amassed an im- 
mense amount of accurate inform- 
ation in a remarkably short time is 
clear. In doing this, they have 
relied on a study of books, and 
other printed material; they have 
had some 40 periodicals of various 
kinds, both Chinese and foreign, 
regularly studied, and extracts and 
translations made during the whole 
time of their visit; they have made 
a wide use of interviews, confer- 
ences and correspondence, includ- 
ing as we all know, the use of 
questionnaires. They have had 


more than twenty-five percent of 
replies to these latter. In the 
U.S.A, a fifteen percent return is 
regarded as sufficient, from well 
chosen lists to whom questionnaires 
are sent, for reliable deductions, 
The replies in China have come 
from both Chinese and foreigners, 
and in the estimate of the Director 
of the study in China, they 
have secured a very definitely 
comparable set of materials. They 
have been hampered to a certain 
extent by the lack of any reliable 
general statistics, the most recent 
of which are for the year 1921-2. 
Such figures as they have been able 
to gather in regard to Church 
membership and the growth or 
otherwise of the Christian Church 
indicate that for very hundred 
Christians six new members are 
added annually to the Church. 
This, however, does not indicate 
net increase, as transfers and 
losses are frequently not indicated 
in the returns of the missionary 
societies or of the Church bodies 
themselves. They have found 
particular difficulty in getting at 
the actual costs of institutional 
work, in view of the failure of 
most missions to charge up to an 
institution the full cost of its mis- 
sionary staff, and the upkeep of 
property used in connection with 
each institution. We hope that we 
may have the opportunity of seeing 
the reports they are to submit. We 
welcome the coming of the other 
deputation in the autumn, and 
trust that they may be used of 
God to assist us who live in China 
in seeing more clearly how the 
Gospel of Christ can be more ade- 
aately preached to this people, and 
there be built up in these Oriental 
lands and in the West a more 
Christian order of society. 


AMERICAN MISSION BOARDS’ 
RESPONSE TO REQUEST 
FROM CHINA 
The following statement was 


prepared by the Committee of 
Reference and Counsel in response 


to a request from the National 
Christian Council of China: 


“In preparation for the Annual 
Foreign Missions Conference of 
1931, the Committee of Reference 
and Counsel of the Foreign Mission 
Boards of North America sent 
letters to a number of the National 
Christian Councils, asking that 
they share with the Conference the 
burdens and concerns for which 
they desired prayer. These re- 
quests were presented to the 
Foreign Missions Conference. 


“Accompanying the communi- 
cation from the National Christian 
Council of China came the sugges- 
tion from Dr. C. Y. Cheng that the 
National Christian Council of 
China would be glad to share in 
the burdens and concerns of the 
Christians of North America, that 
there might be a movement toward 
spiritual cooperation among Chris- 
tian forces the world over. The 
Committee of Reference and Coun- 
sel is most happy to accede to this 
suggestion and ventures to send 
not only to the National Christian 
Council of China but to other 
National Christian Councils a list 
of the problems which constrain us 
to earnest prayer. 


“First of all, we would bow our 
knees in thanksgiving for the un- 
told thousands of faithful lives in 


this and in other lands, who by. 


sacrificial giving of time, money, 
and strength are helping to make 
possible the extension of the King- 
dom of God. We would express 
our gratitude not only for these 
lives, but for the evidence which 
they afford of the working of the 
spirit of the living God. 


“Next, we would invite the 
churches of other lands to join with 
us in intercessiop: 


“For, the churches in United 
States ahd Canada, that in this day 
of perplexity and of opportunity 
they may set forth by life and by 
word the Christian Gospel in all 
realms of modern life; that they 
may be given wisdom in helping to 
make the spirit of Christ effective 
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in the realms of industry and other 
economic relations, and the deal- 
ings of their governments with the 
governments of other nations. 


“That in the flux of social 
standards which threatens the in- 
tegrity of Christian family life, the 
Churches may fully recognize the 
fullest measure of Christian ideal- 
ism, and with wisdom and courage 
do everything possible to undergird 
and strengthen the Christian home. 


“For all Christian scholars, that 
they may have wisdom to interpret 
the eternal Gospel to the intel- 
lectuals of this generation with 
honesty, insight, and daring, so 
that all the vast increase of know- 
ledge of man’s physical environ- 
ment, which the painstaking in- 
vestigation of the past few 
generations has made available to 
the race, may be seen in the light 
of God’s purpose in Christ and 
may minister to the fulfilment of 
that purpose. 

“For all schools and colleges, 
that in them there may be such 
earnest and intelligent groups of 
Christians that from them may 
come an increasing stream of 
those who by faith, devotion, and 
knowledge shall be fitted to lead 
the church as ministers and lay- 
men in the United States and 
Canada, and to assist the younger 
churches in their work. 


“That such an increment of de- 
votion may come to our body of 
church members that added finan- 
cial support shall be given to the 
work of the church in the United 
States and Canada, and to help in 
the enterprises by which the Chur- 
ches of North America are aiding 
they younger Churches in other 
lands. 


“That there may come from the 
spirit of God such an impulse of 


new life that absorption in secular — 


pursuits and interests to the neg- 
lect of the call of Christ, and the 
doubts that beset so many even 
within our Churches, may give 
place to fresh conviction and en- 
thusiasm and a new outpouring 
of life in love, and faith, and hope. 


— 


“May the God of hope fill us 
with all joy and peace in believing 
that we may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Our God shall supply 
every need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.” 


GENERAL SYNOD OF THE 


The seventh meeting of the 
General Synod of the Chung Hua 
Sheng Kung Hwei was held in 
Hangchow April 25 to May 2. The 
following facts taken from the 
preliminary report are of general 
interest to members of other 
Churches: 


1. National Christian Council 
of China: Resolved: That this 
Synod, while not satisfied with 
everything in the Constitution of 
the N.C.C. of China, is willing to 
ratify it for the three years ensu- 
ing between this and the next 
Synod, as an experiment, reser- 
ving the right to withdraw if not 
satisfied with its working. On 
this condition the Synod agrees to 
the appointment of its represent- 
atives on the N.C.C. according to 
the quota allowed. The following 
persons were appointed as re- 
presentatives on the N. C. C. 


Bishop of North China. 
Bishop of Chekiang. 
Assistant Bishop of Honan. 
Rev. J. Tsang. 

Rev. R. Ch'en. 

Deaconass Lambert. 


Alternate Representatives to 
N.C.C: Resolved; That the Stand- 
ing Committee be instructed to 
appoint six alternative represent- 
atives to the N.C.C. in accordance 
with the Constitution of that Body. 


2. Unity. Resolved: That this 
Synod appoint a special committee 
to discuss with representatives of 
other Communions questions of 
moral standards. 


Resolved: That this Synod, in 
its earnest desire to ascertain whe- 
ther the proposed Scheme of 


Union prepared for the Churches 
of South India, or other proposals 
which have been put forward, 
suggest lines on which further 
advance towards agreement on 
questions of faith and order can be 
made, appoint a Committee, con- 
sisting of the Standing Committee 
on Unity, supplemented by other 
members of both houses, (to be 
appointed by co-option by the 
Standing Committee on Unity) to 
arrange for meetings for prayer 
and discussion with similar com- 
mittees of other Communions. 


Resolved: That this Synod re- 
quest the Church Literature Com- 
mittee to undertake the translation 
of important books on Christian 
Unity. 


Resolved: That this Synod heart- 
ily endorse Resolution 46 of the 
Lambeth Conference of 1930, and 
urge its members everywhere to 
organize and participate in efforts 
of evangelism in co-operation with 
Christians of other Communions. 


3. Religious Education. Re- 
solved: That this Synod com- 
mends the work done by the 
General Secretary for Religious 
Education, and urges that the 
dioceses make a larger use of her 
time in holding conferences and 
assisting to improve the methods 
of religious education throughout 
the Church. 


Resolved: That in view of the 
fact that the Sheng Kung Hui 
shares with other communions in 
the need for suitable teaching 
materials, and for trained leader- 
ship in Religious Education, this 
Synod endorses the idea of an 
interdenominational agency that 
will permit the pooling of our 
resources in meeting our common 
needs. 


Resolved: That this Synod 
authorize the Committee on Reli- 
gious Education to secure the 
full-time services of a Chinese 
Clergyman, or qualified layman, to 
assist in its work for the whole 
C.H.S.K.H., provided that the Com- 
mittee can see its way to the neces- 
sary funds. 
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Resolved: That this Synod re- 
fers the question of relationship 
with the China Sunday School 
Union to the Committee on Re- 
ligious Education. 


Resolved: That whereas the 
question of religious liberty is of 
great importance to the Christian 
Church, especially as it applies to 
providing Christian instruction for 
the children of Christian parents 
in our private Christian Schools, 
the Standing Committee be asked 
to be prepared: (a) to bring this 
matter to the attention of the Gov- 
ernment when it may appear to be 
opportune, and (b) to cooperate 
with other Christian bodies in our 
anneal for larger religious liberty. 
when in its judgment such appeal 
seems to be advisable. 


4. Registration of General 
Synod. Resolved: That the Stand- 
ing Committee of the General 
Synod be instructed to consider 
the question of the Incorporation 
of the General Synod, or its official 
registration with the National 
Government, and to consult with 
other Christian bodies as to their 
attitude on this question; and 
further that it be thereafter em- 
powered to take such action as 
seems advisable. 


5. Work in Manchuria. Re- 
solved: That the Committee of 
the Board of Missions be asked to 
study the possibility of the Board's 
beginning work in Manchuria, and 
to report to the next Synod. 


6. Central Theological School, 
—Preparation for Work in Rural 
Communities. Resolved: That this 
Synod recommends to the Board 
of Directors of the Central The- 
ological School, that in addition to 
the regular instruction in theology, 


students also be instructed in the 


problems of the Church in rural 
communities in order that they 
may be prepared to lead the 
Church in the service of such 


communities. 


7. Hymnal. Resolved: That 
the Committee on the Hymnal be 
free to work with those engaged 


on the preparation of a Union 
Hymnal, and that if it arrive at 
the conclusion that the Union 
Book will be preferable to the pres- 
ent book, it recommend to the 
next Synod that it be adopted for 
use in the C. H. S. K. H. 


Resolved: That according to the 
principle of the Communion of 
Saints, this Synod hereby expresses 
its willingness to allow free use of 
any part of the material contained 
in our Hymnal by any Christian 
body that wishes it. 


8. Central Headquarters: Re- 
solved: That inasmuch as it is 
obviously desirable that the C.H.S. 
K.H. should develop its central 
organization in the direction of 
having a Central Office, and pos- 
sibly one or more resident secfe- 
taries connected with that office, 
this Synod appoints a Committee 
to consider ways and means and 
to report to the Standing Com- 
mittee. 


9. Retirement of Bishop Sing. 
The House of Bishops with a 
standing vote passed the follow- 
ing:—Resolved: That the Right 
Rev. T. S. Sing D. D., having re- 
signed his office as assistant-Bishop 
of Chekiang, and his resignation 
having been accepted, the House 
af Bishops places on record its 
grateful recognition of his faithful 
services to the Diocese of Cheki- 
ang, and to this House by his 
wisdom and counsels in its deliber- 
ations, and its deep sense of the 
sense of the example he has given 
to the whole Church of the life and 
character of a Christian Bishop. 


THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE CHINA CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 


The thirteenth annual meeting of 
the China Christian Educational 
Association was held in the Mis- 
sions Building, Shanghai, March 
17-20, 1931. Fifty-five persons 
were present in the meeting. Of 


this number there were 18 mis- 


sionary educators, 8 college pre- 
sidents, 9 middle school princivals, 
6 primary school workers, 14 rep- 
resentatives of regional educational 
associations, and 6 church leaders. 
A great deal of discussion was 
centered around the problem of 
how to secure a closer relationship 
between Christian schools and the 
churches. 


We know you are deeply inter- 
ested in the Christian education 
movement in China and, therefore, 
in the work of the China Christian 
Educational Association. We are 
giving in this limited space a digest 
of the reports by different regional 
delegates, and, also, a few im- 
portant actions taken at the annual 
meeting which we believe will have 
great significance to the future of 
the Christian educational move- 
ment in China. 


Reports by Different Regional Delegates 


1. Hunan. There are 25 Chris- 
tian day schools and 2 senior 
middle schools open in Hunan. 
The relationship with the govern- 
ment has been very friendly. 
Registration is quite possible. The 
only real hindrances are the Com- 
munists. At present the Christian 
work is not restricted, while the 
student attitude is also good. In 
Yali only six out of 200 students 
do not attend Bible classes. So 
far the provincial government does 
not object to doing religious work 
in primary schools. 


2. Canton. It is reported that 
great improvement has taken place 
in religious life in Lingnan Univer- 
sity. An interesting experiment 
on “a religious center” has been 
carried on in True Light Girls’ 
School. The religious center has 
separate plant, equipment and 
staff. The lowest attendance on 
religious worship in the center is 
60%, but often has been as high 


as 100%. As a whole, schools in 


Canton do not feel hindered by 
government restrictions. 


3. Foochow. Foochow Col- 
lege is experimenting on a church- 
centered religious program. Tai 
Maiu junior middle school has set 
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aside a dormitory for religious life. 
Conferences for Christian students 
in the city lasting four to five days 
have been tried and found very 
helpful. As a whole there is a 
very cordial relationship with the 
government and party. Practical- 
ly all middle schools in the city 
have registered. No primary 
schools so far have registered, and 
the government does not care. 
Religious education and exercises 
in the primary schools are given 
from 8:30 to 9:30 each day; that 
is, before school hours. 


4. Manchuria. There are still 
no local party groups existing in 
Manchuria. Up to the present 
there are no special difficulties 
with the government. However. 
religious life in the schools is not 
as good as formerly. One-fifth of 
the schools are giving their 
religious education in a voluntary 
way, while four-fifths are Still 
doing it on a required basis. 


5. Hopet-Shanghai. Of twenty- 
six middle schools in this area 
twenty-four have already regis- 
tered. Very few primary schools 
have registered. According to 
Miss Wood's inquiry situations in 
different schools differ with regard 
to religious education. In Yen- 
ching University religious work 
has been centered around Christian 
fellowship. Students are gradual- 
ly more and more interested in 
beautiful worship comducted under 
the leadership of Dean T. C. Chao. 


6. Shantung. Seventeen out of 
twenty-six middle schools are left 
and have endeavored to register. 
However, none have been able to 
secure registration. Religious work 
is at low ebb. Although some in- 
teresting experiments are going on, 
in most places religious education 
is still carried on in the old way. 


7. East China. The problem of 
registration in Chekiang province 
has almost become a past issue. 
The main problems confronting 
schools now are how to get first 
class teachers on limited budgets, 
and how to secure satisfactory 
party education teachers. Very 


few middle schools in Kiangsu 
have been registered. The attitude 
of the government and society 
towards the Christian schools has 
been friendly. Communism has 
been very active in Anhwei pro- 
vince. The most serious problem 
confronting schools in that pro- 
vince is that of student discipline. 


Some Important Actions Taken 


1. The China Christian Educa- 
tional Association would urge upon 
all mission and church bodies the 
great importance of maintaining 
their schools, notwithstanding pre- 
sent restrictions of the government 
edueational authorities. The actual 
experiences of the past few years 
reported to this meeting show con- 
clusively that. given the proper 
teaching staff, it is possible to 
maintain schools that are definitely 
Christian. The churches and mis- 
sions could make no great mistake 
at this critica] time than to relin- 
quish the vitally important oppor- 
tunities afforded them through the 
conduct of private schools. Where 
religious instruction is not per- 
mitted in the curriculum, school 
and church authorities should co- 
operate closely in providing the 
necessary facilities for such in- 
struction, outside of school hours. 


2. The China Christian Educa- 
tional Association would remind 
the faculties and authorities of 
Christian schools of the added 
responsibility placed unon them 
both individually and corporately 
to take the fullest advantage of the 
measure of liberty allewed them 
under government regulations. of 
standing firmly for those qualities 
of life and thoucht that we regard 
as distinctly Christian, and of 
meking adequate provision for the 
religious instruction of pupils in 
the curriculum where permitted, 
and outside of schoo! hours where 
necessary. 


„3. Under the ‘new regulations 
requiring that all religious activi- 
ties be on a voluntary basis, a 
number of plans are being tried 
which we would recommend for 
larger use and for further recom- 
mendation. 


(1) Separate building as center: (a) 
Separate hostel as religious center, 
(b) Separate religious center 


(2) Church as religious center 
(3) Fellowship groups 


(4) Special religious conferences. 


4. In view of the fact that there 
still exists considerable misunder- 
standing concerning Christian edu- 
cation, we recommend the cultiva- 
tion of more friendly and intimate 
relations with other educators and 
public bodies, that the spirit and 
purpose of Christian education may 
be better understood and appre- 
ciated. 


5. Realizing the urgent im- 
portance of maintaining the closest 
possible contact between church 
and educational institutions, the 
China Christian Educational Asso- 
ciation suggest to the adminis- 
trative bodies of the church, where 
this is not already done, that 
educational boards be established 
and given a definite place as mem- 
bers of church councils, such as 
synods and conferences. 


6. We offer to the National 
Christian Council our cordial, and 
active cooperation in considering 
the relation of Christian schools to 
churches and the Christian move- 
ment as a whole; and further, we 
authorize our Executive Committee 
to take all specific steps necessary 
to carry forward this purpose. 


7. We recommend that church 
boards of education in technical 
matters of education make full use 
of the Christian Educational Asso- 
ciations, both regional and national. 


RURAL TRAINING AND NANKING 
SEMINARY. 


FRANK PRICE. 


Nanking Seminary has definite- 
ly committed itself to a program 
of special training for the rural 
ministry. The needs of China’s 
rural communities cannot be met 


by agricultural, social and educa- 
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tional programs alone or by 
Churches with a narrow evangelis- 
tic program alone. Rural recon- 
struction must be motivated and 
guided by Christian ideals and the 
Christian spirit and rural churches 
must reach out wise and fruitful 
ways of service to their commun- 
ities. They must bring physical, 
socal and spiritual emansipation. 


I have given half of my time 
this year to the starting of a Rural 
Church Department, (if the infant 
is old enough for a name). The 
work so far has centered for the 
most part in the project at Shun- 
hwachen, a market town about 
thirteen miles southeast of Nan- 
king. This rural community and 
the church located in it have been 
selected as an experimental and 
training center for several reasons. 
The community is distinctly rural 
yet not too far from Nanking. 
There is good prospect of one of 
the new motor roads from Nan- 
king passing through this section. 


The Shunhwachen rural area is 
fairly typical, with both northern 
and southern types of agriculture, 
with hills, low lands and water. 
with both native and immigrant 
population, and with different so- 
cial classes. The market area in- 
cludes fifty-seven villages in a 
population of 17,477. The church 
area covers a population of about 
20,000. Both old type schools and 
some very progressive new type 
rural schools are to be found. 
There is an existing church in this 
area. It seems desirable in every 
way to begin our experimental and 
training work where there is al- 
ready a church organization and 
to center the program in this local 
church group. This church be— 
longs to Ning-chen Presbytery of 
the Church of Christ. In size of 
plant, in number and quality. of 
difficulties and problems faced, 
which has been carried on and in 
church members, in the program 
this rural church may well typify 
thousands of rural churches in 
China. The prospect for growth 
and development of the church is 


very hopeful. The people of the 
community are friendly to the 
church. 


“We have three definite aims in 
mind in the Shunhwachen pro- 
ject—study, experimentation and 
training. Nanking Seminary if it 
is to have a Rural Church Depart- 
ment worthy of the name needs at 
least one rural community, and 
perhaps more later, where it can 
make an intensive study of the 
backround and problems of a rural 
church. The University of Nan- 
king College of Agriculture and 
Forestry has already made a val- 
unable economic and social survey 
and mapping of the Shunhwachen 
area which will be published this 
autumn. We are making studies 
of the social and religious life of 
the community, of the forty church 
members and their families, of 
church attendance, of literacy con- 
ditions, of possibilities of  self- 
support, of materials out of rural 
daily life which may be used in a 
rural church curriculum of re- 
ligious education, and of other 
questions. 


Shunhwachen will also serve as 
an experimental center where new 
materials and methods may be 
tested. Some of the experiments 
already begun are: following up of 
contacts made by University of 
Nanking College of Agriculture 
and Forestry through seed distri- 
bution and loans, Christian use 
of festivals and other special Sun- 
days, People’s School in market 
towns and villages, recreational 
and religious education program 
for children of the government pri- 
mary schools, home religious edu- 
cation and special training of lay 
workers in the church. The Shun- 
hwachen church is unusually for- 
tunate in having six government 
and private primary school teach- 
ers in its membership. With 
guidance these men and a group of 
very intelligent farmers and 
women in the church should help 
us to work out a strong program 
of lay leadership. The present old 
preacher at Shunhwachen has 


asked to be transferred to the city 
and the presbytery is trying to 
get an active and forward-looking 


young pastor to take his place. 


We have hopes of securing one of 
our fine graduates who has been 
doing an excellent piece of rural 
church work elsewhere. With a 
strong leadership, both paid and 
voluntary, we should be able to see 
at Shunhwachen in the coming 
years not only new experiments in 
rural church program but also a 
valuable demonstration which will 
stimulate the work of the rural 
church in other parts of China. 
We would like to see the Sunhwa- 
chen church work steadily toward 
self-support and also reach out 
into a nearby market town or 
group of villages, the mission 
work being self-supporting from 
the beginning. 


The third aim of our Shunhwa- 
chen project is training of rural 
church leaders. We are convinced 
that the training of rural minis- 
ters and church workers cannot 
and should not be done solely in 
the classroom and in the city. Part 
of it at least must be done in the 
rural environment, under the 
stimulus of rural conditions and 
needs, in the rural laboratory 
where experience may be gained 
first hand, near to an on-going 
rural church. Visits to a few 
rural churches cannot take the 
place of intensive study and prac- 
tice in one rural community 
where the students’ work can be 
carefully planned and supervised. 


TRAVELING EXHIBIT 


This exhibit of books and posters 
on religious education and evan- 
gelism was prepared and first dis- 
played in connection with a con- 
ference held under the auspices of 
the Union Bible Training School 
for Women in Peiping, as a means 
of promoting more interest in 
religious education and the Five 
Year Movement. Contributions for 
the exhibit were sent in by Chris- 


tians of Hopei, Shansi and Shan- 
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tung, and by the publishers of 
Christian literature. The exhibit 
is divided into twelve sections, and 
includes materials on religious 
education in the Home, the School 
and the Church; on religious art, 
religious pageantry and plays; 
Church music, the Thousand Char- 
acter Movement, Christian maga- 
zines, posters and tracts etc. 


During the autumn and winter 
months, Miss Ortha Lane, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Peiping, who was allocated at the 
request of the National Christian 
Council to its staff for a year, has 
shown this exhibit seven times in 
different cities. These included 
Canton, at the time of the meeting 
of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Christ; Hangchow, dur- 
ing the sessions of the General 
Synod of the Chung Hwa Sheng 
Kung Hwei, and the biennial 
meeting of the National Christian 
Council: and in Hankow, Kiukiang, 
Anking, Wuhu, Soochow, Huchow 
and Tsinan. 


Wherever the exhibit has been 
shown much interest has been 
manifested in it. 


The cooperation of Christians 
in different parts of China is 
needed to extend the usefulness of 
the Exhibit. Contributions from 
Churches and schools showing 
some of the most successful work 
that has been done will be great- 
ly welcomed. Communications re- 
garding the Exhibit should be 
addressed to Miss T. C. Kuan 
National Christian Council, 23 
Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai. 


MOVEMENTS OF SECRETARIES 


During the past nine months 
there has been an unusually large 
amount of travel on the part of 
the secretarial staff, as will be seen 
in the report of the General Sec- 
retary. The staff has been enlarg- 
ed during the past year by the 
addition of a number of persons 
temporarily loaned for service 
with the Council. The contribu- 


tions of these workers has been 
greatly appreciated, not only by 
the National Christian Council 
itself, but by the larger number of 
people they have been able to help 
in one way or the other during the 
year. Coming fresh from active 
work in a local field, and in close 
touch with the problems met with 
in different parts of China and in 
connection with different Chur- 
ches, they have brought a point of 
view and a knowledge of concrete 
problems being locally faced that 
is most helpful. 


The Council proposes to continue 
this policy, and is seeking for some 
additional workers to be loaned in 
a similar way for work in connec- 
tion with the Five Year Movement 
during the coming year. The value 
of such service is by no means con- 
fined to those to whom such work- 
ers go. The allocated workers 
themselves and the local commun- 
ities from which they come are 
certain to gain much profit from 
the wider contacts and privilege 
of studying in other fields than 
their own the problems on which 
they are engaged. As each of 
these allocated secretaries oes 
back to his work he carries with 
him much fresh inspiration and 
stimulus. 


Dr. C. Y. Cheng returned from 
his visit to Europe last summer in 
the early autumn. Coming to 
China via Canada he was able to 
renew his contacts with Canadian 
leaders and to address not a few 
gatherings in that country. He 
has traveled extensively in China 
during the past year, both in the 
South and in the North, giving a 
good deal of time to the work of 
the Church of Christ in China, the 
largest individual body cooperating 
in the National Christian Council, 
and the Church which for a second 
time has honored him with its 
Moderatorship . 


At the insistent urging of 
secretaries of the Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions, he is 
now on a visit to the United States, 
addressing the General Assembly 


of the Presbyterian Church 
(North), and attending a decen- 
nial missionary conference called 
by that Board to consider with re- 
turned missionaries and a very 
limited number of the nationals 
from the countries in which it is 
working some of the major mis- 
hionary problems of today. Dr. 
Cheng is also to address the Con- 
ference of the World Committee of 
the Y.M.C.A. to be held in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, in August, and is due 
back at the end of that month. 
Preliminary plans have been made 
for him to visit Szechuan frem 
October to December of this year. 


Miss Ortha Lane has traveled 
during most of the year with Miss 
Kuan. She has proved herself a 
very able promoter, and these two 
-adies were extremely successful 
in arousing increased interest in 
the work of the Committee on 
Christianizing the Home and in 
securing a fairly wide observance 
of what was called a “Christian- 
izing the Home Week.” Miss Lane 
has also acted as Secretary to a 
small committee on Christian 
stewardship. 


Miss T. C. Kuan was respon- 
sible for arrangements for the 
Huchow Conference on the Chris- 
tian Home. She has travelled ex- 
tensively in Kiangsu, Chekiang 
Hopei, Shantung, Fukien, Anhwei, 
Shansi, and Hupeh, and done a 
large amount of public speaking as 
well as conducted smaller meetings. 


Mr. Rees has devoted the bulk 
of his time during the past year 
to the work of the deputation 
studying Religious Education in 
China. He has acted as secretary 
of the deputation, and of the 
Standing Committee on this sub- 
ject. All arrangements for the 
Conference on Religious Education 


to be held June 30 to July 10 are 
in his hands. 


Mr. F. L. Chang has travelled 
during the year, both with Dr. 


.Butterfield and Mr. Hubbard, in 


connection with the Literacy 
Movement and the development of 
a more intensive rural program in 
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China along the lines advocated by 
Dr. Butterfield. He is expecting 


to spend a large part of the autumn 


months in North China, where the 
rural committee will center its 
main efforts during the autumn 
months. 


Mr. T. H. Sun, who was appoint- 
ed literacy secretary last autumn, 
has not been able to devote his 
time fully to this subject until 
after the Biennial meeting. He 
expects to be free for this work 
during the coming year, and to 
Assist in the campaign to overcome 
illiteracy amongst Christians. 


The staff of the Council has been 
recently increased by the addition 
under the Five Year Movement of 
Dr. V. S. Han, who has been 
appointed secretary for Youth. 
Dr. Han is at present in North 
China, attending different confer- 
ences apd arranging for small 
discussion groups of workers 
amongst young people, with young 
people themselves, with a view to 


‘seeing how the latter can be more 


closely related to the Church and 
its program. 


Dr. H. H. Tsui, who until re- 
cently, was on the staff of the 
Theological School of Cheeloo Un- 
iversity has recently been called to 
the Council and will act as its 
secretary on evangelism. Dr. Tsui 
expects to join the Council staff 
in September. 


Mr. Lobenstine spend the sum- 
mer and autumn of 1930 in 
America and Europe. In America 
he took part in the discussions 
preparatory to the coming to China 
of the Fact-Finding Deputation of 
the Laymen’s Inquiry, and in a 
series of meetings dealing with the 
subject of Religious liberty. In 
London in July he met members of 
the China Committees of the 
Boards, and dscussed with them 
problems in connection with 
Christian work in China. He 
returned to China in January of 
this year. 


Mr. Boynton left China shortly 
after the Biennial meeting, for a 


short furlough. He travelled 
across the Pacific in company with 
Dr. Cheng and expects to return 
to the Council’s- work the latter 
part of this year. 


Mr. Hubbard’s main contribution 
has been in connection with the 
Literacy Movement. His work 
was confined chiefly to North and 
Central China. Several useful in- 
stitutes were held and a decided 
stimulus given to the literacy 
movement through his being re- 
leased for a year and a half for 
work with the Council. 


Rev. William MacNaughtan's 
work was in connection with the 
Committee on Retreats and 
Evangelism. He made one visit in 
the Yangtsze Valley during the 
autumn of 1930 and with others 
has been active in evangelistic 
work in Manchuria, under his own 
Church and mission, 


* 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


The N.C.C. Staff regrets that so 
many months have elapsed since 
the last issue of the English Bulle- 
tin which appeared 1930. The 
plans made for editing the paper 
during the absence of the editor 
from China did not work out 
satisfactorily. Beginning with the 
September issue it will appear 
every other month. 


Shanghai College changed its 
English name to University of 
Shanghai in April. The Chinese 
name, Hu Kiang Ta Hsueh, re- 
mains the same. The change of 
name does not indicate any change 
in the general policy of the 
institution. 


Dr. Sherwood Eddy is expected 
in China this autumn to hold 
evangelistic meetings. He comes 
at the inviation of the National 
Committee of the Y.M.C.A., which 
organization will have charge of 
arrangements for Mr. Eddy’s pro- 
gram. At the same time, both 
the Y.M.C.A. and Dr. Eddy him- 
self desire the fullest cooperation 

| 


of the churches in the cities he 
to visit. 


Dr. Mott paid a visit to Great 
Britain during the early spring. 
He reported on the inquiry under- 
taken by American laymen, and 
extended an invitation on behalf 
of the laymen to the Chairman and 


Secretary of the Standing Com- 


mittee of British missionary s0- 
cieties to visite America during 
September to confer with them 
during their consideration of the 
report on the facts gathered by 
the deputations now in Asia. Mr. 
F. H. Hawkins, the Acting Chair- 
man, will take the place of the 
Chairman, Rev. W. Wilson Cash, 
and will go to America with Mr. 
Kenneth Maclennan. 


Mr. Basil Mathews has been 
appointed “Professor of Missions” 
at Boston University. His first 
period of residence in Boston will 
be in 1933. In the meantime he 
will continue his present literary 
work as a member of Dr. Mott's 
staff, in connection with, his book 
on Dr. Mott. In 1922 he expects 
to visit Japan, China and India. 


Dr. Boville is again visiting 


China. He lacks none of his for- 
mer fire and enthusiasm for the 
work of the D.V.B.S. to which he 
— given the best years of his 
ife. 


There has recently been formed 
in Great Britain “A United Com- 
mittee for Christian Universities 
in China,” with headquarters at 
Edinburgh house. Such a com- 
mittee has existed for a number of 
vears in the U.S.A. with head- 
quarters at 150 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. Rev. Garside is the 
Secretary of the American Com- 
mittee. The British Committee 
has recently secured the services 
of Mr. Wm. C. Sewall, of the 
Friends Service Council and until 


recently a member of the staff of 


West China Christian University. 
Miss Carr, who has been acting as 
Hon. Secretary of the home de- 
partment, Cheeloo University, be- 


comes the Honorary Treasurer of 


the Committee. | 
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